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ADDITIONAL  FACTS,  &c. 


ji/'  ;Jv/ 


On  the  re-appearance  of  the  peftilential  fever 
in  this  city  in  1793,  after  an  interval  of  more  than 
thirty  years,  we  were  ftruck  with  its  mortality  and 
contagious  nature,  as  well  as  with  the  train  of  fymp- 
toms,  fo  widely  different  from  any  thing  we  had 
been  accuftomed  to.  Thefe  conliderations  naturally 
produced  a fuppofition  of  its  foreign  origin  j and  in 
the  courfe  of  our  inquiries  on  the  fubjeft,  we  were 
led  to  make  the  following  conclufion,  in  reply  to  the 
requifition  of  the  governor  of  the  commonwealth  on 
the  origin  of  the  difeafe. 

“ No  inftance  has  ever  occurred,  of  the  difeafe 
‘‘  called  the  Yellow  Fever,  being  generated  in  this 
“ city,  or  in  any  other  part  of  this  ftate,  as  far  as  we 

B know ; 
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“ know ; but  there  have  been  frequent  inflances  of 
“ its  having  been  imported,  not  only  into  this,  but 
“ into  other  parts  of  North  America,  and  prc- 
“ vailing  there  for  a certain  period  of  time ; and 
“ from  the  rife,  progrefs  and  nature  of  the  malignant 
“ fever,  which  began  to  prevail  here  about  the  be- 
“ ginning  of  laft  Auguft,  and  extended  itfelf  gradu- 
ally  over  a great  part  of  the  city,  we  are  of  opi- 
“ nion,  that  this  difeafe  was  imported  into  Philadel- 
“ phia  by  fome  of  the  veflels  which  arrived  in  the 
“ port  after  the  middle  of  July.  This  opinion  wc 
“ are  further  confirmed  in  by  the  various  accounts 
. “ we  have  received  from  the  befl  authorities  wc 
“ could  procure  on  the  fubjeft.’* 

Subfequent  events  and  refearches  have  confirmed 
thefe  opinions;  and  in  1798,  when  the  facility  of 
producing  fufficient  proofs  was  abundant,  we  pub- 
lifhed  an  account  of  the  nature  and  origin  of  the 
peftilential  fever,  accompanied  with  fuch  fafts  to 
prove  its  introduftion  to  this  city  from  the  Weft 
Indies,  as  to  us  appeared  incontrovertible.  The 
mode  of  introduftion  and  of  the  fpreading  of  this 
difeafe,  beginning  as  from  a point,  and  gradually 
extending  itfelf  more  or  lefs  throughout  the  city,  as 
well  as  the  daily  inftances  of  its  communication  which 
occurred,  had  alfo,  as  wc  fuppofed,  afforded  evi- 
dence, 
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dence,  fufficiently  conviftivc,  of  its  contagious 
nature. 

In  order,  however,  to  throw  more  light  on  the 
fubjeft,  we  conceive  it  may  be  ufeful  to  publifli  the 
opinions  and  obfervations  of  feveral  refpecflable  cha- 
rafters,  phylicians  and  others,  concerning  thefenti- 
ments  long  lince  prevalent  in  this  country,  as  well  as 
fome  interefting  fafts,  which  had  come  to  their  know- 
ledge refpefting  the  foreign  origin  of  the  difeafe. 

The  importation  and  contagious  nature  of  this 
Fever  appear  to  be  fo  clofely  connefted,  that  in  ad- 
dition to  what  has  been  repeatedly  publiflied  on  this 
head,  we  have  felefted  a few  cafes,  which  we  fuppofe 
muft  very  clearly  prove  the  contagion  of  the  pefli- 
lential  fever,  more  particularly  during  the  months  of 
July,  Auguft,  September,  and  October. 

A defire  to  be  ufeful  to  our  country  by  calling  the 
public  attention  to  thefe  important  points,  fo  as  to 
prevent  any  relaxation  in  quarantine  laws,  as  well  as 
to  diffeminate  truth  generally  for  the  good  of  others, 
has  been  our  motive  for  making  a further  publica- 
tion at  this  time  ; for  we  think  there  is  too  much 
reafon  to  fear  that  the  partial  exemption  from  thefe 
difeafes,  of  latter  years,  may  have  a tendency  to  pro- 
duce a dangerous  fecurity  amongrt:  us.  * 


Letter 
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Letter  from  fames  Pemberton,  Efq.  to  Do6lor  Ca/par 
Wistar,  junr. 

Esteemed  Friend, 

Being  defirous  to  aid  thy  inveftigation  of  the 
origin,  progrefs,  &c.  of  the  difeafe  which  now 
again  afflifts  the  inhabitants  of  this  city,  I hope  my 
recolleftion  of  fefts  and  opinions,  may  contribute  to 
affifl:  thy  endeavours  to  obviate  the  impreffions  which 
the  fpeculation  of  fome  late  writers  on  the  fubjeft 
may  have  occafioned ; tending  to  degrade  the  falu- 
brity  of  our  climate,  both  at  home,  and  in  foreign 
parts ; the  injurious  elFefts  of  which  are  too  obvious 
to  enumerate. 

t 

Since  thy  inquiries  on  this  fubjeft,  I have  been 
led  to  recolleft  what  I have  heard  and  known,  of  the 
feveral  periods  of  time  wherein  a fimilar,  if  not  the 
fame  kind  of  fever,  has,  through  the  permillion  of 
Divine  Providence,  pervaded  our  city. 

1 recolleft  to  have  heard  my  father  often  rehcarfc 
what  he  knew  himfclf  of  the  introduftion  of  the  dif- 
temper;*  that  it  was  imported  in  a fliip  (or  other 
fea  veffel)  from  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  whofe  cargo 
conlifled  partly  of  cotton  in  bags,  which  were  laud- 
ed 


» In  1699. 
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ed  at  a wharf  between  Market-ftrect  and  the  draw- 
bridge, and  there  ftored  for  fale.  He  mentioned  alfo 
the  name  of  the  owner  or  confignee,  (which  is  loft 
to  my  memory).  The  diforder,  however,  made  its 
firft  appearance  in  his  family,  and  the  neighbourhood, 
and  thence  gradually  fpread  through  the  city,  at- 
tended with  great  mortality  ; fully  equal,  or  exceed- 
ing any  that  has  occurred  in  the  fame  fpace  of 
time,  comparing  tlie  then  infant  ftatc  of  the  city, 
with  its  population- in  1793,  or  fince  that  period. 
During  this  calamity  my  father  was  about  1 5 years 
of  age,  and  apprentice  with  Samuel  Carpenter,  one 
of  the  principal  traders  of  that  day  j he  was  well 
capable  of  making  his  remarks  on  occurrences,  and 
afterwards  of  remembering  them,  and  knew  it  to  be 
the  invariable  judgment  of  the  phyficians,  and  other 
citizens,  that  the  difeafe  was  introduced  among  ' 
them  in  the  manner  related  above,  attributing  it  to 
no  other  vifible  caufe. 

From  the  time  of  this  calamity  until  after  the  year 
1740, 1 do  not  rccolleft  to  have  read  any  account, 
or  heard  any  talk'  of  an  epidemic  fever  prevailing  in 
our  city,  and  my  memory  recurs  as  far  back ‘as  to 
fome  tranfaftions  in  the  years  1728  and  1729, 
though  not  very  material ; but  I well  remember  the 
prevalence  of  the  fmall-pox  in  the  years  1730  and 
1731,  with  great  virulence,  and  that  about  1733 

inoculation 
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inoculation  was  introduced,  which  I think  Dr.  Chew 
was  earnefl  to  promote,  and  that  it  occafioned  much 
converfation,  and  great  oppofition. 

In  the  year  1739,  a military  expedition,  which 
proved  unfuccefsful,  was  promoted  by  Great  Britain 
againft  fome  of  the  Spanilh  Weft-India  poffeffions, 
particularly  Carthagena ; for  which  troops  were 
raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  and  a communication,  before 
utterly  reftrained,  was  opened  with  our  city  : and  on 
return  of  the  fliips  and  people  employed  in  that  bu- 
finefs,  a new  fpecies  of  fever  was  introduced,  but  not 
fo  prevalent  as  to  occalion  much  alarm,  nor  was  the 
city  in  that  manner  remarkably  affefted  until  the 
year  1 744,  when  a difeafe  appeared  with  unufual 
fymptoms,  and  proved  mortal  to  a conliderable  num- 
ber of  its  inhabitants,  of  whom  divers  were  refpeft- 
ible  characters,  and  was  diftinguiftied  by  the  name 
of  Tellow  Fever,  and  known  to  be  imported  from 
forae  of  the  Weft-India  iflands. 

In  the  autumn  of  1 747  a malignant  fever  was  in- 
troduced, and  generally  believed  to  be  by  the  means 
above  mentioned,  which,  although  it  was  moftJy 
confined  within  the  limits  of  the  fouthern  parts  of 
the  city,  below  the  draw-bridge,  and  at  lodging 
■houfes  for  failors,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 

dock, 
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dock,  which  was  then  uncovered,  fome  refpeftable 
citizens  were  feized  and  carried  off  by  it,  of  which 
number  was  Samuel  Powel,  an  eminent  merchant, 
who  resided  In  that  part. 

A fimilar  fever  vifited  us  in  the  year  1760,  which 
was  not  long  in  duration,  nor  extenfive  in  its  pro- 
grefs ; but  in  1 762  the  fame  kind  of  difeafe  again  ap- 
peared, with  a greater  degree  of  malignity,  attended 
with  fuch  fymptoms  as  proved  fuperior  to  the  Ikill  of 
our  moft  experienced  phylicians ; which  excited  the 
particular  attention  and  folicitude  of  my  neighbour. 
Dr.  Thomas  Bond,  to  obtain  the  beft  information 
be  could  of  the  nature,  origin  and  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe  of  1699,  by  inquiries  of  the  moft  ancient 
inhabitants ; in  which  he  fo  far  fucceeded  to  his  fa- 
tisfaftion,  as  to  commit  his  intelligence  to  writing, 
with  a view  to  form  a narrative  thereof,  including 
the  obfervations  that  had  occurred  in  the  courfe  of 
his  own  pradhee,  on  the  feveral  malignant  diforders 
attending  this  city  fmee  that  period. 

Having  had  the  opportunity  of  knowing  the  (late 
of  our  city  in  refpeft  to  the  prevailing  difeafes  from 
the  year  1740,  I am  confirmed  in  my  opinion,  that 
the  malignant  and  infeftious  fevers  afflifting  the  in- 
habitants at  various  times,  have  been  introduced 

from 


( 8 ,) 


from  foreign  parts,  and  that  this  was  the  invariable 
judgment  of  my  fellow  citizens,  phyficians  and  others, 
which  I never  heard  called  in  quellion  until 'fince 
the  year  1793,  when  a contrary  doftrine  was  ad- 
vanced,  which  I think  is  as  difficult  to  fupport  by 
^ , fafts,  as  that  the  plague  which  diftreffed  the  citizens 

of  London  in  the  year  1 665  was  a native  of  the  Britiffi 
climate ; or  that  the  fever  which  raged  among  the 
foldiery  compoling  the  flying  camp,  as  it  was'called, 
in  1 776  and  1777,  and  carried  off  near  three  thou- 
fand  of  them  after  their  return  to  this  city,  without 
infecting  the  inhabitants,  originated  within  its  boun- 

If  thefe  curfory  hints  avail  in  any  refpeft  to  pro- 
mote thy  views,  they  will  anfwer  ray  intention  of 
conveying  them  to  thy  infpeftion.  ‘ . 

I am  thy  refpeftful  friend,  '• 

JAMES  PEMBERTON. 

lomo,  1803. 


• - 


Letter  from  Thomas  Willing^  Esq.  to  Dodor  Samuel 

P.  Griffitts. 

On  my  return  from  England  in  May  1 749,  I of- 
teh  heard  converfation  on  thefubjefr  of  the  Yellow 

Fever 
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Fever  which  had  prevailed  in  1747,  near  the  draw- 
bridge,  fo  called  at  that  time,  in  Front-ftreet.  My  i^rciUjC? 
father  and  mother  often  lamented  the  death  of  their  ^ 

particular  friend,  Thomas  Hatton,  bifcuit-baker, 


who  had  lived  in  Front-ftreet,  very  near  the  bridge. 

/it— < 


They  told  me  that  the  fever  had  been 
from  Barbadoes,  in  the  following  manner. 


Mr.  S.  Powel  who  lived  on  the  eaft  fide  of 
Plum  or  Water-ftreet,  being  part  of  his  wharf 
eftate,  had  fent  a young  man  as  his  fupercargo  to 
Barbadoes,  where  he  died  of  the  Yellow  Fever. — 
that  his  clothing  and  bedding^  had  been  put  in  a 
cheft,  and  fent  back  many  months  afterw'ards,  at 
the  requeft  of  the  lad’s  friends,  who  lived  at  North 
Wales-: — that  the  young  man’s  father,  mother 
and  aunt  came  to  Mr.  Powel’s  for  the  cheft  one  day, 
whilft  Mr.  Hatton  was  drinking  a glafs  of  wine 
with  Mr.  Powel ; who  calling  his  cooper  to  come 
and  open  the  cheft,  that  the  parties  might  fee  what 
it  contained,  alked  Mr.  Hatton  to  go  over  the  alley 
with  him  to  the  ftore  where  the  cheft  lay — that  the 
cheft  was  opened  and  the  articles  looked  over,  in 
the  prefence  of  Mr.  Powel,  Mr.  Hatton,  the  three 
perfons  from  North  Wales,  the  cooper  and  a boy  of 
Mr.  Powel’s ; who  all  of  them  fickened  and  died  of 

C a Yellow 
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a Yellow  Fever,  within  a few  day's — that  Andrew 
Hamilton,  brother  of  our  late  Governor  Hamilton, 
with  about  forty  others  of  thofe  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  bridge,  had  died  of  the  fame  fever, 
which  was  confined  in  its  ravages  to  that  part  of  the 
city — I think  altogether — at  leafi;  1 do  not  recol- 
left  to  have  heard  otherwife. 

THOMAS  WILLING. 
Philadelphia,  July  21st.  1802. 

In  1762  a fhip  from  the  Weft  Indies  came  to  the 
Sugar-houfe  wharf,  below  South-ftreet ; three  men 
were  landed  from  her,  and  died  of  a contagious  fever 
in  the  neighbourhood,  where  about  fixty  others  alfo 
died  of  the  fame  fever,  as  it  was  believed  at  the 
time.  ' 

T.  W. 

Sir, 

The  foregoing  is  the  memorandum  which  you 
alked  me  this  morning  to  make  out  for  you.  I have 
alfo  mentioned  the  occurrence  of  malignant  fever 
in  Philadelphia,  at  fuch  other  periods  as  my  me- 
mory enables  me  to  recoiled!:. 

I am.  Sir, 

Your  very  refpeftful  friend, 

THOMAS  WILLING. 
Dr,  Samuel  Griffitts,  Front-street, 


Letter 
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Letter from  Benjamin  Chewy  Efq.  to  Dr,  Wistar. 

Dear  Sir, 

All  that  I can  fay  "with  certainty  refpcfting  the 
prevalence  of  the  Yellow  Fever  in  this  city  will  be 
comprized  within  a narrow  compafs.  I am  a native 
of  the  prefent  ftate  of  Maryland,  and  removed  with 
my  parents  to  this  city  when  I was  between  eight 
and  nine  years  of  age. 

About  the  year  1737  I removed  into  a neighbour- 
ing ftate  with  my  father  and  his  family,  and  did  not 
take  up  my  permanent  refidence  again  in  this  city 
until  the- year  1754.  The  intermediate  time  was 
fpent  partly  in  another  ftate,  and  partly  in  England, 
whither  I went  to  finifli  my  ftudies  in  the  profeflion 
of  the  law.  After  my  return  to  America,  in  the 
year  1 747,  bufmefs  calling  me  to  Philadelphia,  I 
found  the  inhabitants  greatly  alarmed  by  a conta- 
gious diforder  which  raged  there,  called  the  Yellow 
Fever ; which  was  the  firft  knowledge  I had  of  any 
fuch  difeafe.  It  had  then  been  fatal  to  many  per- 
fons,  particularly  to  Andrew  Hamilton,  Samuel 
Powel,  jun.  Thomas  Hatton,  and  others. 


The 
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The  fubjeft  then  engroffing  the  converfation  in  all 
companies,  I well  remember  it  was  the  univcrfal 
opinion,  that  the  difeafe  was  imported  in  a velTel 
from  fome  part  of  the  Weft  Indies,  and  was  commu- 
nicated by  the  clothing  contained  in  the  cheft  of  a 
perfon  who  died  of  the  difeafe  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  that  the  perfon  or  perfons  who  were  prefent  at 
the  opening  of  the  faid  cheft,  were  the  firft  who  were 
taken  with  the  Yellow  Fever ; and  to  fome  or  all  of 
them  it  had  proved  fatal.  I alfo  perfeftly  remember, 
that  Dodlor  Thomas  Bond  and  Phineas  Bond,  Dr. 

I Graham  and  Dr.  Cadwalader,  with  whom  I was 

particularly  acquainted,  were  all  of  them  of  opinion, 
that  it  was  imported  in  the  manner  above  ftated:  and 
until  the  year  1793,  I do  not  recolleft  to  have  ever 
' heard  it  doubted,  whether  the  Yellow  Fever,  at  the 
different  times  it  had  heretofore  made  its  appearance 
in  this  city,  was  imported,  or  had  originated  here. 

I am  Sir,  with  great  refpecl, 

■* 

Your  very  humble  fervant,  / 

BENJAMIN  CHEW. 

Philadelphia, 

February  iiih,  1805. 

Dr.  Wistar. 

Communication 
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Communication  from  Dr.  Charlton^  Prefdent  of  the 

Medical  Society  of  the  state  of  New  Tork,  to  Dr. 

David  Hofack. 

New  Tork,  September  <^th,  1803. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  anfwer  to  your  queries  : I have  prafticed  phy- 
lic  in  this  city  lince  the  year  1762.  The  fevers  that 
have  ufually  occurred  in  fummer  and  autumn,  dur- 
ing that  period,  were  intermittent,  bilious  remit- 
tent, and  flow  nervous ; of  late  denominated  ty- 
phus fevers. 


I never  faw  a cafe  of  Yellow  Fever,  in  the  courfe 
of  my  praftice,  before  the  year  1 refidedy^^- ^ 

on  Long-Ifland  five  years  of  the  war,  during  which 
time,  I never  heard  from  my  medical  friends  in  the 


city,  of  any  cafe  of  Yellow  Fever  having  occurred  ; 


nor  after  my  return  to  it  in  1781,  did  I ever  meef 
with  any  inftance  of  it  (before  the  period  above- 
mentioned)  although  the  city  was,  during  the  war, 
more  crowded,  and  far  more  filthy  than  ever  it  was 
at  any  other  time. 


I have  always  confidered  the  Yellow  Fever  as  a 
fpecics  of  difeafe  not  indigenous  to  our  climate,  but 

of 
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of  imported  origin  with  us : and  here  it  may  be 
cecefTary  to  remark,  that  in  the  year  1795,  in  con- 
fequence  of  an  application  from  the  mayor  of  the 
city  to  the  medical  fociety  of  the  flare  of  New  York, 
of  which  I had  the  honour  of  being  prefident,  a com- 
mittee of  that  body  were  direded  to  confider  of,  and 


report  upon  the  nature  and  origin  of  that  fever, 
^ which  prevailed  at  the  time.  The  report  of  the 
committee  was  in  favour  of  its  domeflic origin,  and 
frr-  adopted  by  the  fociety ; and  in  my  official  ca- 
^ ‘^‘^pacity,  I affixed  my  fignature  to  it,  though  con- 
- trary  to  ray  own  opinion. 


. T^I^Among  the  diflinguifliing  charaderiftics  of  this 
difeafe,  I confider  the  total  abfence  of  remiflion  for 
thefirfl  two  or  three  days,  after  which  it  frequently 
happens  that  there  will  be  a regular,  flow  pulfe,  ap- 
parently free  from  febrile  adion,  infomuch  that  the 
inexperienced  are  flattered  with  a profped  of  the 
favourable  termination  of  the  difeafe,  while  the  in- 
fidious  foe  is  fccretly  undermining  the  fabric,  as  a 
few  hours  fatally  evince,  by  an  aggravation  of  all  the 

fymptoms.  Another  mark  of  diflindion,  is  the  duf- 

7S'  ky  hue  the  furface  acquires,  inflead  of  the  bright 
orange  colour  it  has  in  the  bilious  remittent : the 
appearance  of  the  tongue  and  fauces,  which  are  fre- 
quently (^comparativclyj  cl^n  to  the  lafl,  is  a pe- 
>::^_<^-^t-£?:^_culiarity  of  this  fpecies  of  fever.  I alfo  think  that 

' delirium 
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delirium  docs  not  fupervene  fo  early,  as  in  the  jail, 
hofpital,  or  ihip-fcver.* 

I never  met  with  a cafe  of  Yellow  Fever  in  the 
country,  but  which  could  be  clearly  traced  to  have 
been  derived  by  infeftion  from  the  city. 

I am,  with  great  regard. 
Yours,  &c. 

JOHN  CHARLTON. 

Dr.  D.' Hofack. 


Cdmmunkfition  from  Do6lor  Samuel  Bard,  to  Doc- 
tor David  Hofack. 

In  anfwer  to  your  inquiries : I began  to  prafticc  me- 
dicine in  New  York,  in  the  year  1766. — Remitting 
fevers  have  fmee  that  time  prevailed  more  or  lefs  eve- 
ry fall.  They  frequently  were  attended  with  bilious 
difeharges,  and  a yellow  ikin,  and  in  proportion  as 
thefe  fymptoras  prevailed,  were  termed  bilious  remit- 
tents; in  fome  inftances  thefe  fymptoms  have  run  very 
high,  and  the  accompanying  fever  in  fuch  cafes  has 
generally  been  more  ardent  and  conflant ; but  never- 

thelefs 


I also  consider  the  black  vomit  as  a symptom  peculiar  to 


this  disease,  having  never  met  with  it  in  any  other.  . — - 


f-" d.  tt-. 
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thelefs  fenfible  remiffions  fo  generally  accompanied 
them,  that  they  were  always  looked  for;  and  it  is  now 
thought  the  duty  of  the  phyfician  to  watch  for  them, 
and  by  emetics,  other  evacuations,  and  bliftcrs  to 
promote  them,  fo  as  to  procure  an  opportunity  to 
adminifter  the  Peruvian  bark,  by  which  the  cure 
was  generally  completed. — Now  and  then,  and  par- 
ticularly during  the  war,  when  the  city  was  much 
crowded,  and  little  attention  was  paid  to  cleanlinefs ; 
fevers  of  a more  malignant  nature  have  prevailed, 
in  which  a foul  mouth,  hemorrhages,  petechial 
eruptions,  and  other  marks  of  diffolution  have  ei- 
ther charafterifed  the  difeafe  from  its  commencement, 
or  been  fuperadded  to  the  bilious  fymptoms  in  the 
latter  ftages ; and  then  the  difeafe  has  been  termed 
malignant,  putrid  petechial,  jail  or  hofpital  fever. 
In  fuch  cafes  I have  now  and  then  feen  profufe 
bloody  difcharges  and  black,  or  as  it  is  now  more  ge- 
nerally named,  coffee-ground  vomiting;*  but  a 
more  frequent  fymptom  in  thefe  fevers,  and  one  I 
do  not  remember  to  have  feen  in  Yellow  Fever,  is 
the  aphthous  cruft  with  which  the  mouth  and 
throat  is  often  lined. — In  thefe  fevers  death  feldom 
occurs,  nor  is  a crifis  often  to  be  expected  before 
the  feventh  day,  and  both  are  frequently  protracted 

to 


* Is  this  of  the  same  nature  with  the  black  vomiting  of  Yel- 
7^  low  Fever  ? I suspect  not.  — 

^ ^ 
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to  th'e  foarteenth  or  even  to  the  twentieth — fuch  were 
the  . cafes  of  my  lifter  during  the  war,  and  of  my 
fon  about  fix  years  ago,  which  you  have  frequent- 
ly heard  me  mention.  Juft  before,  and  what  gave 
occafion  to  the  appointment  of  the  health-officer  of 
New  York,  about  the  year  1758  or  ’59,  a ffiip 
crowded  with  Germans  arrived  there  in  a very  fick- 
iy  ftate,  and  were  put  under  my  father’s  care. 
procured  accommodations  for  the  lick  at  a little  dif- 
tance  from  town ; and  I have  heard  him  fay,  thac 
out  of  five  or  fix  pupils  and  attendants,  he  was  the 
only  perfon  who  efcaped  the  difeafe — this  difeafe  he 
always  called  ffiip  or  jail  fever,  but  never  Yellow 
Fever,  and  it  is  worthy  of  obfervation  that  he  had 
feen  tbe  Yellow  Fever  which  prevailed  in  New  York 
aboutvtheyear  1744.  Another  inftance  of  the 
nature  occurred  whilft  I was  health-officer,  I mean  the 
ffiip  in  which  Mr.  M‘Clain  came  from  Scotland  ; in, 
which  out  of  I think  about  three  hundred  palTengers, 
upwards  of  feventy  died  ; but  of  thofe  I faw,  no  one 
cafe  which  in  (he  leaft  refembled  Yellow  Fever. 

The  firft  cafe, of  fever  I ever  faw  with  that  alTem- 
blage  of  fymptoras  we  havt  fince  denominated  Yel- 
low Fever,  was  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Jenkins.*  To  this 
I was  called  in  confultation  with  my  father — I found 

D ^ * Mr. 
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^ In  the  year  1795. 
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Jenkins  perfeftly  in  his  fenfcs,  walking  about 
his  chamber,  and  alternately  fitting  on  his  bed,  with 
' an  handkerchief  in  his  hand,  continually  wiping  the 

blood  which  oozed  from  his  mouth  and  gums,  and 
with  a very  yellow  Ikin.  But  ^hat  ftruck  me  moft 
forcibly  was  the  flownefs  and  regularity  of  his  pulfe; 
infomuch  that  upon  retiring  to  another  room,  I 
remarked,  that  notwithftanding  the  other  threaten- 
ing fymptoms,  I could  not  help  entertaining  the  moft 
confident  expectation  of  his  recovery : ray  father, 
however,  immediately  checked  my  hopes  by  inform- 
ing me,  that  this  was  ^eafe  of  the  Telloiv  Fever  of 
the  West  Indies,  tha^die  confidered  the  patient  in  the 
moft  imminent  danger,f^nd  indeed  had  little  or  no 
hopes  of  his  recovery.  You  know  the  event,  and  how 
foon  we  were  convinced  of  the  correCtnefs  of  his 
judgment,  both  as  to  the  fate  of  poor  Jenkins,  and 
the  nature  of  his  complaint. 


Since  this  we  have  too  frequently  had  to  lament 
the  occurrence  of  Yellow  Fever,  which  all  the  ex- 
perience I have  had,  has  ftill  tended  to  convince  me 
is  a difeafe  I never  faw  before  that  cife  of  Mr.  Jen- 


kins. 


if 


t 


The  rapid  courfC|pJ  this  fever,  terminating  in 
death  fometimes  as  the  fecond,  frequently 

on  the  third  and  foun||^  and  feldora  protraCted  to 

the 
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the  feventh  day ; the  violence  and  unremitting  na- 
ture of  the  fymptoms ; the  difcoloration  of  the  Ikin, 
which  is  frequently  livid  rather  than  yellow ; the 
hsemorrhages,  black  vomiting,  and  above  all  the 
ceflation  of  fever,  with  the  regularly  flow  pulfc, 
which  generally  precede  death,  do  in  my  opinion 
diftingaifli  it  from  all  others. 

You  will  perceive  that  I confider  this  fever  as  a 
diftinft  idiopathic  difeafe,  and  not  a variety  or  grade 
of  any  other — I likewife  believe  it  to  be  a ftranger 
and  not  a native  of  our  country,  and  from  the  bell 
information  I have  been  able  to  obtain,  in  every  in- 
ftance  of  acceffion  imported  from  abroad. 

I am,  &c. 

S.  BARD. 

December  17/A,  1803. 

Doctor  D.  Hosack. 

Exirads  from  Dr.  fohn  RedmarC s Letter  to  the 

College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia^  on  the  Tel- 

low  Fever  of  1762.  Read  September  yth,  ^793* 

My  memory  being  much  impaired  by  age  and  in- 
firmities, I have  endeavoured  to  aflHl  my  recollection 
refpefting  the  Yellow  Fever,  which  raged  amongfl; 
us  chiefly  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the  city  in  1762, 
by  recurring  to  my  day-book,  in  Auguft,  Septem- 
ber, and  Oftober  of  that  year,  and  by  making  in- 
quiries 
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quirics  of  fome  pcrfons  whom  I remembered  to 
have  attended  at  that  time  under  particular  circumr 
*ftances.  v f ■’  : 


By  the  aforefaid  retrofpeftion,  I find  I mufl:  have 
had  one  patient  as  early  as  the  20th  of  Augufl: — 
whofe  cafe  I treated  at  firft  as  a remittent,  from  the 
^ circumftance  of  his  living  above  a mile  from  the  ci- 
ty, to  the  fouthward,  near  low  and  wet  grounds ; 
though  he  fometimes  came  to  town  and  tranfafted 
bufinefs  near  the  place  where  the  Yellow  Fever  had 
then  juft  began  to  appear,  and  I had  not  then  feen 
any  of  them.  I had  another  patient  on  the  28th  of 
Auguft — from  thence  to  September  ift,  four  or  five 
-:-from  that  time  they  daily  increafed,  fo  that  from 
the  20th  to  the  25th  of  September,  (when  the  dif- 
cafe  appears  to  have  been  at  its  height,)  I attended 
daily  1 8 or  20  patients ; though  other  phyficians 
had  more  ; and  I believe  Dr.  Bond  and  others  had 
patients  in  it  about  a week  before  me:  from  the  27th 
the  difeafe  appears  to  have  declined,  fo  that  by  the 
20th  of  O(ftober  I had  but  two  or  three  frefli  pati- 
ents in  it,  and  thofe  I believe  only  fuch  perfons  as  had 
lately  come  to  lodge  or  live  in  that  part  of  the  town  ; 
after  this  time  I had  a few  more  fcatrered  pati- 
ents ; and  alfo  two  in  the  firft  week  of  November, 
but  nofie  afterwards. 

. . : J 

The 
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The  fever  aforefaid  was  moftly  circumfcrlbed  Idc-. 
tween  Pine-ftreet  northerly,  and  three  or  four  fquares 
from  thence  foutherly,  and  extended  from  Front  or 
Water-ftreet  to  Third  or  Fourth  flreets  weftward : ve- 
ry few  had  it  above  Walnut-ftreet.  Its  lirft  and  great- 
eft  ravages  w'cre  about  the  New  Market,  and  the 
fiquare  to  the  eaftward  of  it;  in  which,  after  fome  con- 
fiderable  fearehand  tracing  it,  it  was  found  to  have 
originated  in  a number  of  fmall  back  tenements  form- 
ing a kind  of  court,  the  entrance  to  which  was  by 
two  narrow  alleys  from  Front  and  Pine-ftrects,  and 
where  failors  often  had  their  lodgings ; to  which  a 
lick  failor  from  on  board  a veffel  from  the  Havana 
nah,  where  it  then  raged,  was  brought  privately 
after  night,  before  the  veflel  had  come  up  to  town, 
to  the  houfe  of  one  Leadbetter,  where  he  foon  di- 
ed, and  was  fecretly  buried.  And  I believe  Lead- 
better,  with  moft  of  his  family  and  many  others  in 
that  court,  foon  after  fell  a facrifice  to  the  diftem- 
per  ; and  from  thence  it  fpread  rapidly,  firft  affect- 
ing the  houfes  neareft  adjoining  in  Front  and  Pine- 
ftreets. 

In  this  difeafe,  a bowl  of  vinegar  was  kept  in  the 
chamber  of  the  fick,  with  an  hot  iron  fometimes  put 
therein,  which  ferved  for  the  benefit  of  the  pati- 
ent, the  phyfician  and  the  attendants,  and  indeed  was 

ufcful  for  dipping  the  hand  therein,  and  rubbing 

one’s 
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dnc*s  face  before  approaching  the  bed  and  feeling 
the  pulfe.  This  was  the  chief  preventive  or  prefer- 
vative  I ufed,  befides  great  temperance,  avoiding  to 
vifit  patients  falling,  if  poffible,  and  keeping  tobacco 
in  my  mouth  while  in  the  fick  room  ; not  from  any 
expeftation  of  benefit  from  any  quality  in  the  to- 
bacco, except  that  of  preventing  my  fwallowing  my 
faliva.  This  method  I found  better  than  a con- 
flant  ufe  of  prefervatives ; which  after  a little  time,' 
I perceived  to  affeft  my  mind  with  fuch  fears  as  I 
thought  were  likely  to  render  me  more  fufceptible 
of  infection  than  the  omiffion  of  them  : and  fo  dif- 
carded  them  and  went  fearlefs,  though  not  thought- 
lefs,  wherever  called ; and  I thank  God  have  been 
preferved  harmlefs  from  fuch  ills  to  this  day. 


Communication  from  Dr.  fofeph  Bayley,  to  Dr.  David 

.Hofack. 

Sir, 

The  queries  which  you  were  pleafed  to  addrefs 
to  me  require  an  apology  for  not  attending  to  them 
fooner.  A change  in  my  fituation  in  life,  prompted 
me  to  fet  apart,  at  this  feafon  of  leifure,  a little 
time  to  vifit  my  friends  in  the  country. 


I have 
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• I have  anfwcred  the  queftions  very  briefly,  but  the 
fame  candidly. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  moft  obedient,  and 
Very  humble  fervant. 
JOSEPH  BAYLEY. 

January,  1804. 


■ ifl.  Quere.  Do  you  confider  it  ('the  Yellow  Fe- 
ver) as  differing  from  typhus  fever,  and  bilious 
remitting  fever,  and  in  what  does  it  differ  from 
thofe  fevers  ? 

A.  It  differs  from  typhus  in  the  rapidity  of  its 
progrefs  through  its  different  ftages,  and  the  irrita- 
bility of  the  flomach.  Bilious  remitting  fever  is  a 
milder  difeafe  of  longer  duration  ; the  yellownefs  of 
the  body  is  an  invariable  attendant,  and  comes  on  at 
the  beginning  ; but  that  difcoloration  of  the  Ikin 
which  frequently  accompanies  Yellow  Fever  comes 


on  later,  and  is  of  a dufky  yellow  or  orange  colour,  U 


readily  diflinguiflied  from  the  yellownefs  of  bilious 
fever;  the  matter  vomited  in  bilious  fever,  \s 


ways  bilious,  from  a bright  yellow  to  a dark  green. 


2d.  Have  you  ever  feen  the  Yellow  Fever  on^' 


board  of  veffels  arriving  from  our  fouthern  ftates. 


^Ct 


or  what  are  the  fymptoms  which  are  ufually  met 
with  in  the  fevers  on  board  thofe  veffels 


A. 
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A.  When  the  Yellow  Fever  rages  in  any  of  tlfofc 
ftates,  perfons  ill  with  this  difeafe  arrive  in  veffels. 
But  this  is  not  the  cafe  when  the  Yellow  Fever  is  not 
v*  epidemic  ; but  bilious  remitting  fever  and  intermit- 
^ ting  fever  are  the  ufual  difeafes  received  at  the  Ma-  x 
rine  hofpital  from  coafting  velTels,  in  the  months  of 
^ Jtily,  Auguft,  September,  and  Oftober. 

3d.  Have  you  ever  feen  a fever  with  black  vo- 
mit, orange-coloured  ikin,  and  terminating  fatally 
within  feven  days,  on  board  the  Irifli  ihips  crowd- 
ed with  palTengers  ? is  a fever  of  this  fort  frequent- 
ly  met  with  ? or  does  it  ufually  affume  the  charac- 
ters of  the  typhus  fever,  i.  e.  jail  or  hofpital  fever 
^ arifing  from  confined  human  effluvia  ? 

V .A.  Among  the  greater  number  of  fick  Irifli  emi- 
j grants  that  arrived  here  in  the  year  1801,  I have 
feen  four  cafes  of  fever,  that  terminated  in  black 
7 ; vomit  (of  the  colour  of  very  weak  coffee,  with  black 
mucous  particles  floating  in  it)  on  the  feventh  or 
eighth  day  of  the  difeafe.  Their  eyes  were  inflam- 
ed  and  protruded  ; the  ikin  began  to  change  after 
the  third  or  fourth  day,  and  before  death  was  uni- 
verfally  of  an  orange  colour;  but  there  was  not  thatV 
naufea  and  vomiting  at  the  beginning  as  in  Yellow  jc 
Fever. 

4th.  Is  the  common  typhus  fever  frequently 
pbferved  in  veffels  from  the  Well  Indies,  or  from 
our  fouthern  flares  ? 


A. 
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A.  I have  feen  typhus  fever  in  vefTels  that  have 
had  long  pafTages  from  the  Weft  Indies,  likewife 
from  the  Eaft  Indies,  but  never  from  the  fouthern 
ftates. 

5.  Have  you  ever  feen  the  common  autumnal 
remittent  as  obferved  in  this  country  on  board  of  the 
Weft  India  or  Irifli  veflels  ? 

A.  In  paftenger  veflels  from  Ireland  late  in  the 
fall,  and  beginning  of  winter,  and  occafionally  on 
board  Weft  India  velfels,  fevers  rcfembling  the  au-^ 
tumnal  remittent  are  met  with. 

6.  If  you  have  ever  feen  a vomiting  of  black 
matter  in  the  paflengers  of  Irifli  fliips,  did  it  occur 


‘7 


on  (hip  board,  or  after  their  removal  to  the  hofpital 


on  fliore?  did  the  matter  vomited  refemble  coffee 
grounds,  or  did  it  appear  in  the  form  of  flakes,  or 
was  it  merely  of  a dirty  brown  colour  ? 

A.  The  hofpital  being  crowded  by  an  unufual 
number  of  fick,  temporary  flieds  were  put  up  and 
tents  pitched  for  their  reception.  The  four  cafes  of 
black  vomit  fas  deferibed  under  the  3d  anfwer^  that 
occurred  among  the  Irifti  emigrants  were  under  the 
fheds  or  tents. 

7.  And  in  thofe  cafes  did  the  fever  prove  fa- 
tal, and  at  what  period  of  the  difeafe  ? 

A.  Anfwered  above. 

8.  Was  this  black  vomit  a circumftance  of  fre- 
quent occurrence  on  board  of  the  Irifti  fliips,  or  did 

E the 
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the  fever  of  thofe  fliips  . frequently  prove  fatal  with- 
out much  affeftion  of  the  ftomach,  and  what  was  its 
ufual  duration. 

A.  There  were  between  600  and  700  Irifli  paffen- 
gers  admitted  into  the  Marine  hofpital  with  fiiip  fe- 
ver in  1801  : four  cafes  of  black  vomit,  exaftly  re- 
fembling  that  which  is  brought  up  from  the  ftomach 
in  Yellow  Fever  from  the  Weft  Indies,  occurred 
among  them ; there  was  dark-coloured  matter 
“brought  up  in  other  cafes  in  the  laft  ftage  of  difeafe, 
though  not  frequent ; naufea  and  fometimes  vomit- 
ing occafionally  happened  in  the  beginning,  and 
were  removed  by  emetics  ; but  this  affeftion  of  the 
ftomach  was  not  a very  diftrefling  fymptom,  and  ea- 
fily  obviated  ; the  duration  of  difeafe  from  7 to  21 
days ; feme  remained  a long  time  con valefcent,  others 
relapled. 

9.  Have  you  obferved  bilious  difeharges  from 
the  ftomach  to  be  frequent  in  the  commencement 
of  fevers  occurring  on  board  the  Irifli  fliips  and  thofe 
from  the  Weft  Indies  ; or  have  you  obferved  this  cir- 
cumftance  more  frequently  as  the  attendant  upon 
fevers  in  thofe  vefTels  from  our  fouthern  ftates  ; and 
have  you  obferved  thofe  fevers  to  be  equally  fatal 
with  thofe  on  board  the  Irifti  and  Weft  India  vefTels  ? 

A.  Oftener  from  the  Weft  Indies,  than  from  Ire- 
land, but  neither  very  frequent.  VefTels  which  arrive 
at  this  port  in  July,  Auguft,  September,  and  0£Io- 


ber. 
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ber,  from  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  have  general- 
ly fome  of  their  crew  fick  with  fever  attended  with 
bilious  difcharges  : thefe  fevers  are  not  fo  frequent 
in  velTels  from  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  nor 
are  they  fo  fatal  as  thofe  produced  in  crowded 
paflenger  veflels  or  as  thofe  from  the  Weft  Indies. 

. lo.  In  what  fpecies  of  the  above  fevers  have 
you  found  emetics  moft  ferviceable,  or  have  you 
obferved  them  to  be  injurious  in  any  cafe. 

A.  They  have  been  given  with  advantage  at  the  ^ 

Marine  hofpital  in  the  beginning  of  fliip  fever,  in^^ 
fevers  from  the  fouthern  ftates  throughout  the  dif-  x 
cafe,  except  in  cafes  where  there  was  extreme  debi-^ 
lity  and  peculiarity  of  conftitution  that  would  ren- 
der their  ufe  improper  ; but  in  Yellow  Fever,  where 
it  is  difficult  to  get  the  mildeft  liquids  to  be  retain- 
ed, emetics,  inftead  of  giving  relief,  only  add  to  the  ^ 

already  too  irritable  ftate  of  the  ftomach,  and  haftei^^^^^'  . 
the  fatal  termination. 

II.  In  which  cafes  have  you  employed  the 
bark  with  benefit,  and  in  which  have  you  obferv-  , 

ed  it  to  difagree  with  the  patient  ? 

• A.  In  ftiip-fever  when  there  was  evident  remiffi-  ^ 
on  ; in  bilious  fever,  after  it  had  run  its  courfe,  and  ^ 

left  the  patient  exhaufted  ; then  the  cold  infufion  -^3^' 
of  bark  with  magnefia  has  been  producftive  of  bene- 
fit ; but  in  Yellow  Fever,  after  there  has  been  a com- 
plete remiffion,  the  bark,  inftead  of  lengthening  this, 

haftens, 
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haftens  the  return  of  fever,  and  I have  feldom  found 
bark  admiffible  until  the  patient  can  do  well  with- 
out it ; therefore  I confider  it  a doubtful  remedy, 
except  in  thofe  cafes  attended  with  abfcelTes,  and 
where  the  convalefcence  is  very  long. 

12th.  Of  what  difeafe  did  Dr.  Bayley  and  Dr. 

Ledyard  perifh  ? have  you  reafon  to  fuppofe  they  re-' 
ceived  the  caufe  of  their  fevers  on  board  of  particu- 
lar veflels,  or  to  what  caufes  do  you  aferibe  them 

A.  Both  of  Yellow  Fever.  I prefume  they  both 
received  the  caufe  of  their  difeafe  from  infefted  vef- 
fels,  but  what  particular  veflels  cannot  be  afeertain- 
ed,  as  many  are  vifited  daily  ; and  it  may  fo  hap- 
pen that  the  lead;  infefted,  examined  when  we  are 
fatigued,  or  flightly  indifpofed,  will  caufe  difeafe, 
when  another  in  a much  more  polluted  condition, 
infpefled  when  the  body  and  mind  are  in  a (late 
of  vigour,  will  receive  no  injury  orfo  flightly  as  rea- 
dily to  yield  to  mild  remedies. 

13  th.  Have  you  not  frequently  remarked  that 
the  crew  of  a veflel  became'  unhealthy  immediately 
upon  breaking  bulk,  whereas  at  fea  they  had  been 
in  good  health  ; has  this  frequently  been  the  cafe 
when  they  came  from  an  healthy  port,  or  was  it  in- 
variably found,  where  they  thus  became  feized  with 
fevers  upon  opening  the  veflel,  that  they  had  come 
from  an  unhealthy  port } 


A. 


( 29  ) 

A.  Several  veflels  have  arrived  at  this  port,  that 
have  loft  part  of  their  crews  in  the  Weft  Indies ; and 
fome  Tick  at  the  time  of  their  failing,  who  either 
recovered  or  died  before  the  arrival  of  the  veflel  in 
this  port,  at  which  time  the  remaining  feamen  were 
healthy,  and  no  ficknefs  on  board  for  ten  or  twen- 
ty days  ; but  when  ihofe  fame  feamen  were  engag- 
ed in  difeharging  the  cargo,  fome  of  them  fickened 
and  died  of  Yellow  Fever.  This  pent-up  air  of  the 
hold  was  no  doubt  fimilar  to  that  in  the  unhealthy 
port  from  which  they  came,  and  to  which  their  fhip- 
mates  fell  a facrifice  in  the  Weft  Indies.  The  (hip 
General  Wayne  which  arrived  here  in  the  year 
1799,  is  a memorable,  as  well  as  a ftital  cafe  to  il- 
luftrate  this  faft  : on  her  arrival  one  of  her  feamen 
was  fick  with  Yellow  Fever,  who  died  a few  days  af- 
ter his  admiflion  into  the  Marine  hofpital ; the  re- 
maining crew,  about  twenty-two  in  number,  were 
healthy,  and  continued  fo  until  eight  days  after, 
when  a paflenger  fickened  with  the  fame  difeafe. 
The  fhip  was  detained  eighteen  days  at  quarantine 
from  the  time  that  the  laft  fick  man  was  removed  to 
the  hofpital ; all  the  crew  continuing  healthy,  ihe 
was  permitted  to  proceed  to  the  city  fno  ftorcs  be- 
ing built  at  Staten  Ifland  at  that  time  to  receive  the 
cargoes  of  infefted  veffels,  no  part  of  the  General 
Wayne’s  was  removed  while  ftie  remained  at  qua- 
rantine) where,  in  a few  days  after  flie  came  to  a 

wharf. 
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wharf,  and  when  they  began  to  unload,  feveral  in- 
habitants in  the  neighbourhood  fickencd  and  died  of 
Yellow  Fever. 

14th.  (^Have  you  obferved  the  Yellow  Fever  to 
fpread  in  your  hofpital  in  any  feafon  when  introduc- 
ed, or  is  it  in  no  inftance  communicated  upon  Sta- 
ten Ifland  ? 

A.  Since  the  eftablifhment  of  the  quarantine 
ground  at  Staten  Ifland,  two  perfons  conncfted  with 
the  inftitution,  befides  the  health-officers,  have  di- 
ed with  Yellow  Fever,  one  a fervant  of  Dr.  Bay- 
ley’s,  who  frequently  flept  in  the  hofpital,  in  the 
year  1799,  the  other,  in  the  year  1800,  an  aged  car- 
penter. A nurfe  had  the  difeafe  lafl:  feafon : the 
attendants  have  been  indifpofed  with  fever  every 
•year,  but  never  fo  completely  marked  as  to  be  de- 
nominated Yellow  Fever,  excepting  thofe  already 
mentioned. 

. 15th.  Q^What  was  Dr.  Ledyard’s  opinion  of  the 

origin  of  Yellow  Fever,  that  it  was  imported  from 
the  Wefl-Indies,  or  generated  at  home  ? 

Dr.  Ledyard  believed  in  the  exclufive  importa- 
tion of  the  Yellow  Fever,  and  his  reafons  for  it 
were,  that  during  his  refidence  in  this  city,  before 
and  after  the  American  revolution,  when  it  was  in 
a very  filthy  condition,  he  never  faw  the  difeafe; 
and  while  praftifing  on  Long  Ifland,  he  frequently 
had  patients  with  malignant  and  infeftious  fevers 

arifing 
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arifing  from  animal  and  vegetable  putrefaftion,  but 
never  attended  with  fuch  fymptoms  as  occur  in  Yel- 
low Fever  ; which  difeafe  he  firfl;  attended  on  Long 
IHand,  in  1798,  brought  from  this  city. 


Letter  from  Dr.  David  Bofack  of  New  Tork,  to  Dr. 

William  Currie. 

This  paper  (Dr.  Jofeph  Bayley’s ) contains  a ftate- 
ment  of  the  fituation,  &c.  of  our  quarantine  ground. 
The  difference  between  fliip  and  Yellow  Fever  in 
its  fatality  is  here  clearly  fliewn.  It  will  alfo  be 
obferved,  that  many  perfons  from  the  Irifli  fhips  were 
fubfequently  attacked  with  Yellow  fever ; the  con- 
fequencc  of  being  introduced  into  the  hofpital  where 
the  Yellow  Fever  prevailed  at  the  time,  or  had  lately 
exifled.  This  meafure  was  unavoidable,  as  they 
had  not  fufficient  apartments  to  feparate  the  Cck. 
This  faft  Dr.  Bayley  before  ftated  to  me,  that  he 
had  feen  no  black  vomit,  nor  other  charafteriftic 
fymptoms  of  Yellow  Fever  amongfl;  the  Irifh  pati- 
ents, until  they  had  been  fome  days  in  the  hofpital ; 
or  in  other  words,  had  been  expofed  to  the  infeftion 
of  Yellow  Fever. 

You  are  welcome  to  make  any  ufe  of  the  papers 
I fend  you.  The  teftimonies  of  Dr.  Bard,  and  Dr. 
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Charlton  mull;  be  very  interefting,  and  not  lefs  fo  the 
communication  of  Dr.  Jofeph  Bayley  from  our  qua- 
rantine ground. 

It  may  not  be  an  unimponant  fa£l,  that  I have  been 
informed  by  the  fame  gentleman,  that  Dr.  Ledyard 
died  of  the  Yellow  Fever  at  the  quarantine  ground, 
and  not  of  gout,  as  reprefen  ted. 

Dr.  Ledyard,  when  he  firfl  entered  upon  the  du- 
ties of  the  Healtli-ofEce,  as  he  himfelf  informed  me, 
went  to  Staten  Ifland  with  the  belief  that  the  Yellow 
Fever  was  not  an  imported  difeafe,  but  generated  at 
home.  A few  weeks  before  his  death  he  informed 
me  that  he  had  been  compelled  to  change  his  belief, 
and  that  all  his  obfervations  at  the  Health-office  fa- 
tisfiedhim  that  the  Yellow  Fever  was  exclufively  de- 
rived from  the  "\Yefl-Indies.  That  he  had  feen  the 
bilious  remittent  from  our  fouthern  dates,  and  the 
fhip  fever  in  the  crowded  lliips  from  Ireland,  but 
that  he  had  never  feen  the  black  vomit  and.the  orange- 
coloured  fkin  attending  either  the  fever  of  the  Irifli 
veffels  or  the  bilious  remittent  from  Georgia  or  the 
Carolinas.  The  records  of  the  New  York  hofpital 
will  alfo  teflify,  if  necelTary,  that  in  no  one  inftance 
where  the  fhip  fever  of  the  Irifli  veffels  proved 

fatal,  it  was  terminated  either  by  the  yellow  fkin  or 

black 
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black  vomit.  Three  or  four  years  fince  many  of  the 
fick  were  conveyed  to  our  City  Hofpital,  and  were 
attended  by  Dr.  Hamerfley  and  myfelf;  and,  general- 
ly, where  they  proved  fatal,  it  was  not  in  lefs  than 
from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  days  : not  fo,  certainly, 
with  Yellow  Fever. 


Cafes  of  Tellow  Fever  which  occurred  in  the  PennfyU 
*'  vania  Hofpital,  in  the  year  1798. 

BY  the  minutes  of  the  fitting  managers  of  the 
Pennfylvania  Hofpital  it  appears,  that  on  the  25th  of 
Auguft,  1798,  “no  cafe  has  occurred  of  Yellow 
“ Fever  this  month  in  the  hofpital.  The  patients 
“ have  been  forbid  to  go  out,  and  vifitors  to  come 
“ in,  by  the  fitting  managers  j on  account  of  the 
“ faid  fever  prevailing  in  the  city.  They  alfo  by  a 

minute  have  excepted  againfl:  the  admillion  of  all 
“ fevers,  during  the  prevalence  of  the  prefent  epi- 
“ demic ; and  agreed,  that  the  phyficians  fhould  not 


Yours,  truly. 
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recommend  any  cafes  from  houfes  in  which  the 
“ diforder  is  fufpeftedto  be.** 

September  iidy  1798.  They  fay,  “ Catharine 
Shepard,  the  alTiftant  nurfe  of  the  men*s  ward, 
“ took  the  Yellow  Fever  the  8th  inft.  and  remains  ill 
“ in  the  houfe.  She  is  fuppofed  to  have  taken  the 
“ fever,  by  going  for  clothes  into  the  city.  The 
“'fitting-managers,  at  the  requeft  of  Wm.  Annefly 
“ and  James  Brown,  (two  of  the  journeymen  car- 
“ penters  employed  in  the  building)  admitted  theni 
“ to  fleep  in  the  garret  of  the  weftern  apartment, 
“ on  their  promifing  not  to  enter  the  city ; and 
“ agreeing,  if  taken  ill  of  the  fever,  to  be  removed, 
if  required,  to  the  City  Hofpital.  William  An*» 
“ nefly  is  now  unwell,  and  fuppofed  to  be  in  the 
“ fever,  but  not  afeertained.  He  has  been  feveral 
“ times  in  town,  which  may  account  for  his  taking 
the  diforder.** 

Odober  lyih,  1798.  The  managers  fay,  “ Our 
pupil,  G.  Lee,  took  the  Yellow  Fever  the  7th 
“ inft.  he  fuppofes  in  the  city.  Patrick  Savage 
“ the  cell-keeper  got  drunk  on  receiving  his  wages, 
“ and  lay  all  night  in  a houfe  where  the  fever  was ; 
“ and' in  the  morning  of  the  8th,  he  took  it  very 
“ badly.  Elizabeth  M‘Gregor  took  the  fever  the 

“ 14th. 
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“ 1 4th.  She  had  not  been  in  the  city  at  all,  fmcc 
“ it  broke  out.  Mordecai  Ackly  took  it  the  fame 
“ day,  and  died  on  the  19th.  He  had  not  been  out 
“ of  the  hofpitalfor  four  months  part.  On  the  14th, 
Caleb  Parr  took  it  alfo,  and  died  the  next  day  r 
“ he  had  not  been  in  town  for  years.  Barbara  Place, 

“ the  cook,  juft  employed  as  fuch  from  Paflyunk, 

“ took  it  the  20th,  and  died  the  25th  ; ftie  might 
have  brought  it  with  her  : and  Elizabeth  Robe- 
“ fon,  nurfe  of  the  New  Houfe,  took  it  the  27th.’* 
N.  B.  She  died  in  November. 

From  the  foregoing  records  it  appears,  Catharine 
Shepard,  William  Annefly,  Dr.  Lee  and  Patrick  , 
Savage  caught  the  fever  by  vifiting  infefted  houfes 
in  the  city;  and  that  Elizabeth  M‘ Gregor,  Mor- 
decai Ackly,  Caleb  Parr  and  Elizabeth  Robefon  af- 
terwards took  the  difeafe,  probably  from  the  Jirst 
mentioned  cafes  having  brought  the  fever  into  the 
houfe.  Doftor  Lee  afterwards  obferved,  that  fome 
more  of  the  patients  were  indifpofed,  but  foon 
recovered.  All  fufpicious  cafes  were  kept  apart 
from  the  well,  and  every  unnecclfary  intercourfe 
forbid ; which  prevented  the  difeafe  from  fpreading 
any  further  in  the  hofpital. 

THOMAS  PARKE, 

One  of  the  Phyjtcians  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Hofpital. 

July  1805. 


Statement  of  fa6ls  tending  to  prove  the  contagious  na- 
ture of  the  Tellow  Fever,  at  Germantown,  in  the 
year  179^*  ^Fistar , iVf. 

THE  difeafe  which  produced  the  fatal  elFefts  now 
to  be  related,  commenced  in  the  family  of  Elizabeth 
Johnfon,  a widow  who  lived  in  the  main  ftreet  of 
the  village  of  Germantown,  about  fix  and  an  half 
miles  from  Philadelphia. 

The  perfon  firft  affeaed  was  her  child,  Betfey 
Johnfon,  who  had  been  in  Philadelphia  from  the 
third  to  the  feventh  of  Auguft,  in  a neighbourhood 
where  feveral  cafes  of  the  fever  had  already  appear- 
ed.  She  returned  home  the  feventh,  and  on  the 

ninth  of  the  famemonth  was  attacked  with  the  Yel- 
low Fever,  which  terminated  fatally  in  four  days. 

Fourteen  days  after  her  death,  viz.  Auguft  27th, 
Mrs.  Duy,  the  next  neighbour  of  Mrs.  Johnfon, 
who  had  vifited  Betfey  feveral  times  during  her  ill- 
nefs,  was  attacked  with  a fever  fuppofed  to  be  of 
the  fame  kind,  and  died  at  the  end  of  four  days. 

On  the  thirtieth  of  Auguft,  the  wife  of  Charles 

Hubbs,  who  alfo  lived  near  to  Mrs.  Johnfon,  and 

had  vifited  both  Betfey  and  Mrs.  Duy,  once 

at  leaft  during  their  refpeftive  indifpofitions,  but 

had  not  been  in  Philadelphia  for  many  months,  was 

attacked  with  unequivocal  fymptoms  of  the  Yellow 

Fever, 
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Fever,  in  its  mofl:  malignant  form,  and  died  the  2d 
of  September- 

Mr.  Dny,  hufband  of  the  above-mentioned  Mrs. 
Duy,  was  attacked  eighteen  days  after  the  death  of 
his  wife,  viz.  September  18,  and  died  alfo,  after  an 
illnefs  of  fix  days. 

A few  days  after  the  death  of  Mrs.  Duy,  an  En- 
glifli  gentleman  and  his  wife,  of  the  name  of  Fiflier,, 
who  had  fled  from  Philadelphia  on  account  of  the 
fever,  went  to  board  with  Mr.  Duy,  and  were  pla- 
ced in  the  chamber  occupied  by  his  late  wife  during 
her  illnefs:  they  were  alfo  attacked  with  fever.  Mrs. 
Fiflier  was  taken,  September  19th,  and  recovered  in 
a few  days,  but  Mr.  Fiflier,  who  was  attacked  four 
days  after  his  wife,  died  with  the  black  vomit,  the 
27th  of  September. 

At  the  fame  time,  the  difeafe  re-appeared  in  Mrs- 
Johnfon’s  family,  in  a young  female  fervant,  who 
was  very  ill,  but  recovered, — foon  after  the  attack 
of  this  girl,  Mrs.  Johnfon  herfelf  was  taken  ill  with 
the  fame  difeafe  : flie  had  vifited  both  of  her  nei?h- 

O 

hours,  Mrs.  Duy  and  Mrs.  Hubbs,  while  they  were 
fick,  fhe  alfo  had  aflTorted  the  clothes  of  her  deceafed 
daughter,  four  or  five  days  before  her  own  attack 
commenced,  but  had  not  been  in  Philadelphia  for  a 
month.  Her  diforder  continued  eight  days,  and 
terminated  the  28th  of  September,  with  convulfions 
and  the  black  vomit. 
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A few  days  before  the  death  of  Mrs.  Johnfon, 
Elizabeth  Stern,  a woman  who  lived  in  the  family, 
was  attacked  with  fever,  and  became  very  yellow. 
Her  fymptoms  appeared  moderate  at  firfl:,  but  after 
lingering  a fortnight  flie  died  alfo. — The  w'ife  of  a 
tenant  of  Mrs.  Johnfon,  who  lived  in  a feparatc 
part  of  the  houfe,  but  ufed  the  fame  yard,  was  at- 
tacked before  the  death  of  Elizabeth  Stern,  and  re- 
covered with  great  difficulty. 

The  lafl:  viftim  to  be  mentioned,  was  one  Stephen 
Pofl:,  an  old  man,  who  lived  at  a diftance,  but 
worked  in  Mr.  Duy*s  barn,  while  the  bed  was  there 
on  which  Mrs.  Duy  died.  He  alfo  was  attacked  with 
fever,  and  died  in  a few  days. 

Thefe  melancholy  circumftances  occurred  in  a 
village  which  has  long  been  remarkable  for  its  falu- 
brity,  at  a time  when  the  other  inhabitants  enjoy- 
ed their  ufual  health.  In  raofl;  of  the  cafes,  the  dif- 
eafe  appears  to  have  been  con  traced  at  the  houfe  of 
Mrs.  Johnfon,  which,  before  this  diftreffing  period, 
had  been  eminently  diftinguiffied  by  the  health  and 
longevity  of  its  inhabitants.  The  family  were  ex- 
tremely neat,  and  it  may  be  aflerted  with  confidence, 
that  the  premifes  were  never  more  clean,  than  they 
were  at  the  time  of  this  truly  affecting  cataftrophe. 
What  caufe  but  contagion  is  adequate  to  the  pro- 
duction of  fuch  a difeafe  among  perfons  fo  fituated  ? 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  15,  1805. 


Germantown 
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Letter  from  Dr.  George  Bensell  to  Dr.  Caspar  Wistar. 

Germantown,  May  /[th,  1805. 

Dear  Sir, 

THE  'fcverlts'  that  took  place  in  Germantown  in 
the  fummer  of  1798,.  have  excited  much  attention 
and  difculTion  ; tending  to  eftablifti  the  belief  of  the 
exiftence  of  contagion  in  Yellow  Fever,  even  out  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia.  Some  of  the  cafes  brought 
forward  for  this  purpofe  having  come  under  my 
obfervation,  I (hall  date  them,  as  they  occurred, 
agreeably  to  your  defire,  leaving  to  your  judgment, 
to  draw  the  proper  inference  therefrom. 

On  the  loth  Augufl,  1798,  I was  called  to  the 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Johnfon,  whom  I found  labouring 
under  fever,  with  fymptoms  of  the  mofl;  alarming 
nature  : I immediately  fuggefted  to  a friend  of 
the  family,  that  it  was  probable  it  would  terminate 
fatally,  and  at  the  fame  time  intimated,  that  flie  had 
the  Yellow  Fever.  She  died  on  the  1 3th. 

0 

On  the  30th  Anguft,  I was  requcftedto  fee  Mrs. 
Hubbs,  who  lived  immediately  oppofite  to  Mrs. 
Johnfon’s  : flie  was  feized  with  a violent  vomiting, 
which  had  continued  feveral  hours,  and  was  ac- 
companied with  ardent  and  incelfant  fever  ; bearin'^ 

ftrong 
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ft^-ong  marks  of  malignancy,  on  the  fccond  day  from 
the  attack.  She  died  on  the  ad  September,  hav- 
ing previoufly  vomited  the  browni£h  fluid  fo  fre- 
quently deferibed.  Her  Ikin  was  a deep  orange  co- 
lour ; and  various  livid  fpots  were  to  be  feen  on  her 
neck,  breaft,  and  arms. — The  mortality  which  foon 
afterwards  happened  in  the  neighbourhood,  I had 
not  an  opportunity  of  making  remarks  on  ; but  it  is 
certain,  that  no  fever  had  hitherto  exifted  in  Ger- 
mantown, within  the  limits  of  my  knowledge,  whofc 
tendency  and  termination  pofleflTed  fuch  powerful  to- 
kens of  contagion. 

In  the  cafe  of  Mrs.  Hubbs,  I had  the  mofl  folemn 
aflurances,  that  fhe  had  not  been  in  the  city  during 
the  fummer ; and  thefe  were  made  by  her  hufband, 
a man  eminent  for  the  moral  reftitude  of  his  conduft, 
and  a diftlnguifhed  preacher,  among  the  fociety  of 
Duncards. 

How  then  {hall  we  account  for  the  rapid  violence 
pf  her  death,  the  prefence  of  fymptoms  fo  unufual 
and  deftruftive,  as  well  as  the  fubfequent  figns  of 
malignancy  after  difeafe  ? This  woman’s  fate  has  al- 
ways been  to  me  completely  inexplicable.  In  the 
courfe  of  19  years,  I have  never  feen  any  thing  like 
it  in  Germantown,  or  in  the  iurrounding  country, 
where  my  practice  has  extended. 


The 
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The  village  itfclf  is  fcarcely  fufceptible  of  the  au- 
tumnafdifeafes,  that  are  to  be  found  every  year  on 
higher  and  lower  ground,  above,  below,  and  around 
it : the  proper  line  of  demarcation  might  commence 
from  the  height  as  you  enter  it,  and  end  at  Cliveden, 
the  Aimmcr  relidence  of  Mr.  Chew  ; immediately 
above  which,  is  Beggarftown,  where  the  dyfentery 
began  in  1803,  and  extended  itfelf  to  Chefnut-hill, 
wearing  the  appearance  of  an  epidemic : its  progrefs 
was  marked  with  unufual  fatality,  to  adults  as  well 

as  children.  , 

"...  " 

In  ,1802,  I do  not  recolleft  in  my  praftice  a cafe 
of  fcarlet-fever  in  the  village — but  it  was  to  be  met 
with  in  fliort,  and  remote  diflances  from  it ; and 
leemed  to  traverfe  every  pollible  variety  of  fitua- 
rion.  I found  it  along  the  margins  of  the  SchuyU 
kill  and  Wijfahiccon,  as  well  as  on  the  high  and  rocky 
grounds  above.  e. 

This  lingular  cxclulion  from  epidemics,  it  would 
perhaps  be  dilHcult  to  alTign  any  good  reafon  for  : 
but  fafts  of  this  kind  may  be  traced,  as  far  back 
as  1787,  when  the  cynanche  maligna  fwept  away 
a great  proportion  of  many  families,  on  the  ele- 
vated fituations  of  the  Ridge  and  Chefnut-hill,  as 

well 
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well  as  in  the  low  lands  of  the  neighbouring  town- 
{hips. 

With  the  greateft  efteem  and  friendftiip, 

I am,  dear  fir, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant. 

^ GEORGE  BENSELL. 

DRr  Caspar  Wistar.  r 


Letters  from  Dr.  Charles  Meredith  to  Dr.  S.  P.  Griffitfr. 

Philadelphia^  May  ^d,  1805. 

f 

My  Dear  Sir, 

I am  extremely  forry  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  fur- 
niOt  you  with  a very  circamftantial  account  of  , the 
difeafes  of  Robert  Kirkbride  and  his  daughter.  ,I 
was  not  engaged  in  attendance  on  either  of  them, 
and  I believe  faw  them  but  once.  The  circumftances, 
in  both  cafes,  were  however  tooimpreffive  to  be  ea- 
fily  forgotten.  During  the  prevalence  of  the  Yellow 
Fever,  in  the  autumn  of  1 798,  Mr.  Kirkbride  made  a 
vifit  to  Philadelphia.  Very  foon  after  his  depmture 
from  thence,  he  was  attacked  with  fymptoms  of  fever, 
and  immediately  on  his  arrival  at  home,  about  2 
miles  from  the  city,  my  father  was 
attended  him  during  the  remainder  of  his  illnefs. 
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t » 

faw  him  on'  the  following  day ; he  appeared  much 
affeftcd  with  languor  and  debility,  and  prefented  the 
ufual  appearances  of  a perfon  ftruggling  with  the  firft 
' fymptoms  of  a highly  malignant  difeafe.  His  eyes 
were  much  fuffufed  with  blood,  and  his  pulfe  did 
not  exceed  forty  pulfations  in  a minute.  I fully 
concurred  with  my  father  in  opinion,  that  his  dif- 
eafe was  entirely  firailar  to  that  which  prevailed  at 
the  fame  time  in  this  city,  to  fuch  an  alarming  de- 
gree. Not  having  an  opportunity  of  feeing  him  af- 
terwards, I am  unable  to  detail  the  fymptoms  as 
they  occurred  ; but  the  event  fully  juftified  the 
opinion  we  had  formed  : an  intenfe  yellownefs  of 
the  ikin  took  place  early,  and  he  died,  I believe,  on 
the  ninth  day. 

His  daughter,  a young  woman,  of  about  1 8 years 
©f  age,  attended  him  as  nurfe  during  his  illnefs,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  feized  with  fymptoms 
of  fever,  which  exhibited  from  the  firlt  ftill  greater 
marks  of  malignity ; but  as  I did  not  fee  her  till 
the  day  Ihe  died,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  you 
a hiAory  of  her  cafe  ; the  appearances  then,  how- 
ever, left  me  no  room  to  doubt  of  the  nature  of  her 
difeafe.  There  was  an  univerfal  fuffufion  of  bile 
over  the  whole  furface  of  her  body,  which,  I was  in- 
formed, had  taken  place  on  the  third  day  ; and  flie 
had  vomited  much  dark-coloured  matter,  refembling 

coffee- 
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coffee-grounds,  the  morning  I faw  her ; from  that 
time  till  her  death,  flic  continued  in  a ftatc  of  ftupor, 
from  which  fhe  could  with  difficulty  be  awakened, 
her  countenance  exhibiting,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
mofl:  flriking  indications  of  the  ravages  of  Yellow 
Fever.  She  died  on  the  fifth  day. ' From  all  the  fymp- 
toms  that  1 faw,  and  learned  from  her  attendants, 
I could  not  hefitatc  to  believe  her  difeafe  was,  in  its 
nature,,  precifely  fimilar  to  her  father’s  j but  owing, 
perhaps,  to  her  time  of  life,  and  greater  degree  of 
predifpofition,  ftill  more  malignant,  and  fpeedy  in 
its  termination.  I regret  much,  that  my  informar 
tion  on  this  fubjeftis  fo  limited,  but  think  it  proba- 
ble I can  procure  a more  particular  account  of  both 
cafes ; if  fo,  I will  take  an  early  opportunity  to  com- 
municate it. 

I am,  with  much  refpeft. 

Yours,  &c. 

CHARLES  MEREDITH. 

Dr.  Griffitts. 


Philadelphia^  May  ^oth,  1805. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

I have  been  difappointed  in  my  expeftation  of  re- 
ceiving further  information  refpefting  the  cafes  of 
Mr.  Kirkbride  and  his  daughter.  It  appears,  there 

have 
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liave  been  no  regular  ftatements  preferved  ; but  am 
happy,  to  fay,  that  niy  father’s  account,  although 
not  more  minute,  correfponds  enti|-,ely  with  that  { 
had  the  -pleafure  to  communicate  fome  time  ago. . * 

» r.  . 

I • 

As  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Kirkbride  had  not  been  in 
Philadelphia,  previoufly  to  her  illnefg,  the  circum- 
ftances  of  her  difeafe  were  calculated  to  ejtcite  con- 
fiderable  alarm,  and  more  efpecially  fo,  as  no  per- 
fon  appeared  to  entertain  a doubt  of  the-  fource 
whence  it  proceeded : every  one  feemed  ready  to  atr 
tribute  it  to  contagion  received  from  the  father,  and 
indeed  her  conftant  attendance,  together  with  the 
folicitude  and  fear  with  which  flie  regarded  the  fitua- 
tion  of  a beloved  parent,  rauft  have  rendered  her 
fyftem  extremely  favourable  to  the  reception  of  dif- 
eafe. But  what  principally  favoured  the  opinion  of 
the  daughter’s  illnefs  depending  on  the  contagious 
nature  of  her  father’s,  was  the  general  ftate  of 
health  that  prevailed  in  the  place.  Few  local  htua- 
tions  are  perhaps  entirely  exempted  from  the  occa- 
fional  vifits  of  autumnal  fever;  but  in  this  particular 
neighbourhood  there  exifl;  few  of  its  remote  caufes, 
and  coiifequently  its  appearance  is  by  no  means  fre- 
quent, and  its  fymptoms  feldom  marked  by  any  pe- 
culiar malignity.  Although  Mr.  Kirkbride’s  family 
was  numerous,  I do  not  recolleft  a cafe  of  autumnal 
remittent  to  have  happened  in  it  before  or  after  the  \ 

fatal  ^ 
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fatal  period  in  1798.  There  were,  however, 'a  few 
cafes  in  the  vicinity,  about  the  time  of  Mr.  Kirk- 

t 

bride’s  death,  the  only  one  of  which  I recolleft  to 
have  terminated  fatally,  was  protracted  until  the 
twentieth  day. 

I have,  fir,  fiated  fuch  faCls  as  have  recurred  to 
my  recollection,  and  cannot  conclude  without  regret- 
ting my  inability  to  give  a more  minute  account  of 
a cafe,  which  might  perhaps  have  fome  tendency  to 
elucidate  a fubjeCt,  that  has  called  forth  different 
opinions  from  men  of  the  highefl:  perfonal  merit,  and 
profefiional  refpeCtability. 

With  fincere  efteera. 

Yours,  &c. 

CHARLES  MEREDITH. 
Dr.  Samuel  P.  Griffitts. 


DoSior  yohn  Wilson's  Letter  to  Dr.  Wistar. 

Dear  Sir, 

1 received  your  requeft  of  July  2d,  refpeCting  the 
cafe  of  R.  Kirkbride’s  daughter;  but  perhaps  I am 
not  fufficiently  able  to  fatisfy  you  on  the  fubjeCt, 
as  I was  not  called  upon  in  the  primary  ftage  of 
her  complaint.  I was  called  to  vifit  R.  Kirkbridc’s 
daughter,  OClober3d,  1798,  and  on  the  third  day 

of 
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her  difeafe.  She  was  labouring  under  all  the  fymp- 
toms  of  Yellow  Fever  as  deferibed  by  authors,  and 
fimilar  to  thofe  I had  before  feen,  only  attended  with 
more’ydlownefs  of  theikin:  I vifited  her  twice  on 
the  4th,  and  once  on  the  5th  of  October,  upon 
which  day  Ihe  died.  I was  informed,  thkt  (he  had 
not  been  to  the  city,  qr  even  from  home,  for  fome 
time.  She  nurfed  her  father  with  great  diligence, 
during  his  illnefs,  who  was  kept  pretty  much  confin- 
ed in  a fmall  room,  and  was  once  very  much' over- 
come with  fear,  on  account  of  his  fainting.  The 
neighbourhood  of  R.  Kirkbride,  as  well  as  my 
own,  was  very  healthy,  as  far  as  my  obfervation  and 
jjraftice  extended,  during  the  prevalence  of  Yellow 
Fever  in  your  city,  and  not  one  cafe  of  our  common 
bilious  fever  occurred  during  that  time,  as  far  as  I 

f i 

can  recolleft. 

Dr.  Meredith,  fenr.  attended  R.  Kirkbride  during 
his  illnefs,  and  alfo  his  daughter  in  the  primary  part 
of  her  difeafe.  From  him  fome  light,  pofllbly,  may 
be  obtained  on  this  fubjeft. 

With  fentiments  of  efleem, 

I remain. 

Your  friend  and  well  wiflier, 
JOHN  WIL30N. 

July  loihi  1805. 

Dr.  Caspar  Wistar. 
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Letter  from  Dr.  Eneds  Muhfon,  to  Dr.  William  Shippek. 

..  ■ 'J  - . 'i  .'i  : 

‘ ‘ ; '■  Neiv-Haven,  May  3^/,  1805, 


Sir, 


nv) 


ill]  .1  i.r  V ••  i.!>  I.ji-  .7 

- Yours  of  th^r-  27th  -ult,  in  due  time  came  to 

handji.but  my  ill  healdi  prevented  that  immediate 
attention  to  the  fubjeft  which  it  merited,  and  might 
have  been  expected.  : „ ; , . 


in  the  year  1794,' we,  were  yifited  with  the  Yel- 
low Fever  in  this  town  : I theti  took  much  pains  to 
find  out*and  afcertain  the  origin  of  it,  by  collefting 
fa(ds.  My  fcrutiriy  in  the  affair  excited  others  to 
the  fame  inquiry-  We  foupd  the  fafts  to  be  fuch, 
as  foon  convinced  the  more  thinking  part  of  the 
town,  that  it  was  introduced  by  the  floop  Iris,  and 
fpread  by  contagion,  from  one  to.  another,  in 
almofi;  every  inffance,  as  far  as  it  prevailed.  The 
fad:s  were  at  that  time  fo  recent  and  obvious,  and 
the  public  mind  was  fo  fully  convinced,  that  I neglect- 
ed the  neceflary  fleps  to  authenticate  my  communica- 
tions to  Mr.  Webfter,  which  he  publilhed,  not  ap- 
prehending the  importance  and  confequence  of  it ; 
but  as  thofe  faCts  were,  in  the  public  prints,  faid  to 
be  Hated  from  popular  tales  and  idle  reports,  I was 
under  the  neceffity,  about  two  years  fince,  of  going 
over  the  ground  again,  in  vindication  of  my  charac- 
ter, 
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ter,  in  regard  to  ray  communications,  as  in  Mr. 
W.’s  publication  ; and  although  at  fuch  a diftancc 
of  time,  when  many  witnelTes  were  not  to  be  pro- 
cured, yet  the  more  fubftantial  fafts  were  fiipported 
by  the  depofitions  of  a number  of  our  moft  refpec- 
table  citizens,  which  are  now  in  the  hands  of  either 
Doftor  David  Hofack,  or  the  Editor  of  the  Evening 
Poll,  New  York.  An  inllance  of  importation  at 
Chatham,  on  Conne£licut  river,  might  have  been 
as  clearly  evinced  as  that  in  New-Haven  : but  I 
have  too  many  matters  at  this  time  of  life  to  attend 
to,  befide  hunting  up  evidence  to  eftablilh  a faft  fo 
abundantly  evinced  already. 

I could  mention  a number  of  folitary  cafes  of  its 
introdu£Hon  lince,  and  thofe  decided  and  clearly 
marked ; but  what  lhall  1 fay  more  ? Through  all 
my  pilgrimage  in  life,  which  is  upwards  of  feventy 
years,  I have  never  met  with  any  of  the  human  race 
more  blind  than  thofe  who  were  determined  they 
would  not  fee. 

Such  vouchers  as  I have  procured,  I wifli  may  be 
lodged  in  forae  public  records,  for  the  benefit  of 
thofe  who  may  come  after  us ; though  I'  do  not 
think  it  will  remain  long  a fubjeft  of  difpute 
Your  moll  obedient  fervant, 

ENEAS  MUNSON. 

Dr.  Wii.liam  Shippen. 

H 
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History  of  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  the  Tellow  Fever 
• in  New-Haveny  1794.  Extracted  from  the  New~ 

Tork  Evening  Post,  of  Odober,  1803. 

“ The  hjftory  of  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  the 
Tellow  Fever  at  New-Haven,  has  been  compiled  by 
gentlemen  on  the  fpot,  fully  competent  to  the  talk, 
and  unincumbered  with  the  bias  of  diftorting  theo- 
ries. They  have  prefented  us  with  a minute  and 
well  connefted  feries  of  fafts,  which,  having  been  re- 
corded while  of  recent  occurrence,  are  calculated  to 
make  an  imprelSon  too  deep  and  lading,  to  give  way 
to  difingenuous  cavils,  or  lilly  fophillries.” 

The  following  ftatements  are  made  by  Dr.  Mun- 
fon,  jun.  and  his  father,  and  publilhed  by  Mr. 
Webfter,  in  1796. 

‘‘  On  the  loth  of  June  1794,  (fays  Dr.  Munfon) 
the  peftilential,  or  Yellow  Fever,  appeared  here. 
Dr.  Hotchkifs  vifited  Ifaac  Gorham’s  wife,  on  the 
Long-Wharf.  She  complained  of  a violent  pain  in 
her  head,  back  and  limbs ; her  eyes  were  dull  and 
nightly  inflamed  j Ihe  had  naufea  at  her  flomach, 
was  obftinately  coftive,  with  a moderate  degree  of 
fever.  No  marks  of  inflammation  were  difcoverablc 
by  infpeftion  in  the  throat.  The  diftrefsful  fymp- 

toms 
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toms,  above  mentioned,  continued  till  the  four- 
teenth ; when  her  pain  and  diftrefs  fuddenly  fub- 
lided,  and  fhe  was  elated  with  the  profpeft  of  a 
fpeedy  recovery.  In  the  evening  (he  vomited  mat- 
ter refembling  coffee-grounds ; and  died  on  the  fif- 
teenth. The  phyfician  who  attended  her,  was  ig- 
norant of  her  complaint  till  he  faw  what  ftie  had 
vomited.  He  then  declared  her  difeafe  to  be  the 
bellow’ Fever, 

On  the  15th  of  June,  I vifited  Elias  Gorham’s 
daughter,  a child  of  eight  years  of  age,  in  Chapel- 
Street,  three-quarters  of  a mile  from  Ifaac  Gor- 
ham’s houfe.  She  had  been  fick  three  days ; her 
countenance  was  fluflied  with  a deep  red  colour ; 
her  eyes  were  dull,  and  highly  inflamed  ; (he  had 
violent  pain  in  her  head,  back,  and  limbs ; naufea, 
and  frequent  vomiting ; obftinate  coftivenefs ; a 
quick,  full,  hard,  throbbing  pulfe ; her  (kin  was 
hot  and  dry  ; and  her  tongue  covered  with  a thick 
white  fur.  On  the  16th,  her  pain  and  diftrefs  fud- 
denly abated ; in  a few  hours,  (he  vomited  up  mat- 
ter refembling  coffee-grounds ; and  died  the  next 
day.  I infpefted  her  throat,  during  her  illncfs,  and 
could  difeover  no  marks  of  inflammation. 

I was  furprifed  at  the  Angular  appearance  of  the 
difeafe,  and  hearing  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Gorham, 
(^Ifaac  Gorham’s  wife)  inquired  of  the  mother  if  her 

daughter 
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daughter  had  been  on  xht  wharf.  She  inforracd 
me  that  the  child  had  lived  with  her  aunt . (Ifaac 
Gorham’s  wife)  nearly  a week. 

The  33d  of  June,  I vifited  the  child’s  mother. 
She  complained  of  violent  pain  in  her  head,  back,, 
and  limbs ; naufea ; frequent  vomiting ; obftinarc 
coftivenefs ; with  a confiderable  degree  of  fever. 

' Thefe  fymptoms  continued  five  or  fix  days ; then 
■ gradually  abated ; and  foon  after  fhe  recovered 
her  ufual  health. 

Qn  the  20th  of  June,  Mr.  Elijah  Auftin  died  in 
New-York ; and  his  clerk,  Henry  Hubbard,  died 
in  Derby.  They  complained  within  three  or  four 
hours  of  each  other ; and  Mr.  Hubbard  vomited 
matter  refembling  coffee-grounds. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  town  were  alarmed  a£ 
thefe  hidden  deaths,  and  requefled  the  fele6l-men  to 
make  diligent  inquiry  into  the  origin  of  this  difeafe. 
On  examination,  it  appeared,  that  in  the  beginning 
of  June,  captain  Truman  arrived  from  Martinico, 
in  a floop  that  was  infefled  with  the  contagion  of 
the  Yellow  Fever ; that  this  vefifel  lay  at  the  ‘wharf, 
within  a few  rods  of  Ifaac  Gorham’s  houfe ; that 
(he  had  on  board  a chest  of  clothes,  which  had  belong- 
ed to  a mariner  who  died  of  the  Yellow  Fever  in 
Martinico ; and  that  his  cheft  was  carried  into  Mr. 

Auflin’s 


( 53  ) 

Aullin’s  (lore,  and  opened  in  the  prefence. of  cap- 
tain Truman,  Mr.  Auftin,  Henry  Hubbard, ‘ and 
Polly  Gorham  ; the  three  laft  mentioned  of  whom 
died  in  a fliort  time  after  their  expofure  to-the  con- 
sents of  the  chert  : — ^hcnceit  is  highly  probable,  that 
Mrs.  tGorham  caught  the  difeafe  from  the  infected 
floop,  or  clothing.  Mr.  Aurtin’s  rtore  rtands  with- 
in three  or  four  rods  of  Ifaac  Gorham’s -houfe ; and 
no  perfon  in  town  was  known  to  have  the  Yellow- 
Fever  previous  to  captain  Truman’s  arrival. 

June  26th,  Ifaac  Gorham  lort  an  infant  child  with 
the  Yellow  Fever;  and  foon  after  his  fon  and 
daughter  were  affe<rted  with  it.  The  former,  died. 
Solomon  Mudge  died  on  the  30th ; Jacob  Thom- 
fon’s  negro  woman,  on  the  irt  of  July  ; Archibald 
M‘Niel  on  the  9th  ; Polly  Brown  on  the  3d  of  Au- 
gurt;  John  Storer,  jun.  and  John  Hide,  on  the 
8th;  and  widow  Thomfon,  on  the  10th. — yMob 
ThomforCs  negro  woman,  Solomon  Mudge,  Jobn  Storer, 
jun.  and  John  Hide,  had  viftted  Mr.  Gorham^s 
houfe  a few  days  before  their  illnefs ; Polly  Brown 
and  Mrs.  Thomfon,  nursed  in  Mr.  Gorham's  family  ; 
and  Archibald  McNeil  nursed  Solomon  Mudge. 
Elias  Gill  died  on  the  12th  of  Augurt  ; and  Samuel 
Grifwold’s  wife  on  the  7 th:  the  former  vifited  Mr, 
Gorham's  houfe  ; the  latter  nurfed  in  his  family. 
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There  were  a number  of  perfons  who  caught  the 
difeafe  at  Mr.  Gorham’s  houfe,  and  recovered. 

Mrs.  Thomfon,  on  the  firft  day  of  her  illnefs, 
was  moved  half  a mile  from  Mr.  Gorham  s into 
Georgc-ftreet.  Luther  Fitch  caught  the  difeafe 
from  Mrs.  Thomfon,  and  communicated  it  to  his 
fervant  maid.  Both  recovered. — Mr.  Fitch  lives 
in  Collegc-ftrect,  nearly  three-quarters  of  a mile 
diftant  from  Mr.  Gorham’s  houfe.  I -could  trace 
the  difeafe  throughout  the  town.  No  perfon  had 
the  Tellow  Fever,  unlefs  in  confequence  of  attending 
the  fick,  or  of  being  expofed  by  nurfes,  infeded  houfes, 
clothing,  or  furniture. 

I have  inquired  of  feveral  aged  perfons  in  this 
town,  relative  to  the  Yellow  Fever,  whether  they 
knew  of  its  having  ever  been  here  previous  to  June 
1794;  and  there  is  but  a Angle  inftance,  the  fafts 
relating  to  which  are  thefe: — In  the  year  i743»  ^ 
tranfient  perfon,  by  the  name  of  Nevins,  who  came 
from  the  Weft-Indies,  lodged  at  the  houfe  of  Na- 
thaniel Brown,  an  inn-keeper,  in  this  city.  The 
man  was  taken  very  fick  in  the  night ; and  died 
lliortly  afterwards  ; and  his  body  was  very  yellow, 
after  death.  Mr.  Brown’s  wife  fickened  in  a ftiort 
rime,  and  died  of  the  fame  complaint ; which  was 
at  that  time  fuppofed  to  be  the  Yellow  Fever. 
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The  following  is  an  account  of  the  number  who 
died,  with  the  Yellow  Fever,  in  New-Haven,  in  the 
different  months  of  the  year  1794 '•  ' . 't-  ' 


June, 

6 

July, 

' 3 

Auguff, 

September, 

26 

( 

Oftober, 

12 

November, 

I 

Total  64 

Of  this  number,  forty-eight  vomited  matter  rc- 
fembling  coffee-grounds,  or  port  wine.  There 
were  about  a hundred  and  fixty  perfons  who  bad 
the  Yellow  Fever.  Three  perfons  recovered  who 
vomited  matter  like  coffee-grounds ; but  none  re- 
covered, that  I remember,  who  vomited  matter  re- 
fembling  port  wine.  Some  vomited  a vifeid,  tough 
mucus,  fimilar  to  the  white  of  an  egg  ; others, 
matter  like  chocolate,  which  were  as  fatal  as  the 
black  vomit.  i 

“ In  refpeft  to  the  origin  and  nature  of  the 
difeafe  under  confideration,  I efteera  it  jufti- 
fiable  to  reafon  from  fafts  alone.  I am  fully 
of  opinion  that  the  Yellow  Fever  is  feldom  or 
never  generated  in  this  country,  [but]  that  it  is 
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always  imported  from  abroad.**  “ Had  it  ev^r  ap- 
peared iti  Contieftlcut,  before  the  year  1743,  and 
June,  1794,  we  fliouldjJ  undoubtedly,  have  had 
fome  record  of  the  faft.  There  is  no  fuch  record, 
and  no  perfon  remembers  to  have  heard  of  fuch  a 
difeafc,  but  at  thefe  periods,  prevailing  in  any  part 
of  the  (late.  There  are  numbers  of  aged  perfons 
in  New-Haven,  who  remember  the  putrid  ulcerous 
fore  throat,  fmall-pox,  meafles,  dyfentery,  &c.  rag- 
ing here,  with  great  mortality  ; but  have  no  recol- 
kaion  of  any  Yellow  Fever.  Hence  we  may  ra- 
tionally conclude  that  it  never  did  appear,  in  this 
ftate,  but  in  the  years  1743,  and  1794. 

“If  the  citizens  of  large  commercial  cities  were 
attentive  in  tracing  the  origin  of  the  Yellow  Fever, 
on  its  first  appearing  among  them,  they,  would  often 
find  that  the  difeafc  was  imported.  In  fome  inftao- 
ces  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  difeover  the 
origin.  But  the  mifehief  lies  in  this— that  me  inha- 
bitants 'of  fuch  cities,  whenever  a contagious  difeafe 
makes  its  appearance  among  them,  endeavour  to  fup- 
prefs  all  rumor  of  it,  from  an  apprehenfion  of  alarm- 
ing the  country  and  injuring  their  commerce ; un- 
willing to  believe  that  there  is  evil  in  the  city  till  the 
difeafe  fpreads  in  every  direction.  Then,  indeed, 

when  it  is  too  late,  they  are  folicitous  in  the  ufe  of 
• 1;  - means 


% 


( 5;  ) 

means  to  arrcft  its  progrefs.  As  it  extends  itfelf 
flowly,  at  firfl:,  feafonable  exertion  might  both  detcft 
its  fource  and  prevent  its  increafe;  but  when  it  is  dif- 
fufed  through  a city,  it  fpreads  with  rapidity,  and 
it  is  no  longer  pollible  to  difcover  where  it  began. 
But  as,  whenever  the  Yellow  Fever  has  appeared  in 
the  United  States,  it  has  always  been  in  fea-port 
towns,  and  originated  near  wharves,  docks  and  ware- 
houfes,  there  feems  to  be  high  probability  that  the 
difeafe  is  imported. 

ELIJAH  MUNSON. 
hewHaven^  April  24,  1796.  - - _ 


Extrad  from  the  Letter  of  Dr.  Munfon,fen. 

**  We  have  never,  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
(except  in  a Angle  inftance  in  the  year  1743,  been 
acquainted  with  a fever  altogether  fimilar  to  the  one 
in  queftion.  True,  fome  chronic  complaints  in  the 
vifeera,  as  well  as  acute  fporadic  fevers,  ending  in 
Iphacelation,  have  been  attended  with  the  vomiting 
of  a fluid,  putting  on  the  appearance  of  coflee- 
grounds,  and  terminated  in  a black  itomit.  We 
have  often  feen  continual  endemical  fevers,  inter- 
mittent, and  remittent  bilious  fevers,  originating 
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from  the  putrid  gafes  of  animals  and  vegetables  com- 
mixed, as  from  draining  of  ponds  and  ftagnant  wa- 
ters— but  no  difeafe  from  thefe  fources,  or  any  in 
our  climate,  I conceive,  ever  compared  with  whatiS 
generally  known  by  the  name  of  Yellow  Fever;  no 
difeafe  attended  with  fo  great  rapidity,  or  charac- 
terifed  by  that  deep-Jhaded,  univerfal  yellownefs,  and 
vomiting  of  black-coloured  matter,  oozing  from  the 
furfacc  of  the  ftomach. 

f 

Dr.  Ferriar  obferves,  that  peftilential  diforders  are 
not  to  be  aferibed  to  animal  putridity.  Inftances 
have  been  adduced  in  which  thoufands  of  dead  bo- 
dies have  been  left  to  putrify  on  fields  of  battle, 
without  producing  peftilential  fever ; nor  have  fe- 
vers been  obferved  to  originate,  or  to  rage  more  fe- 
verely,*  in  houfes  furrounding  church-yards,  though 
the  ftench  is  often  infufierably  offenfive. 

ENEAS  MUNSON.” 

New  Haven,  April,  1796. 

Mr.  Webfter,  in  his  “ Concluding  Obfervations,” 
admits  the  force  of  the  above  fafts  to  be  fuch  as  to 
make  out  one  cafe  of  importation.  “ It  feems  to  be 
proved,’  (^fuch  are  his  words')  that  in  New-Haven  the 
difeafe  was  introduced  and  propagated  by  infection.*' 
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The  year  fubfequent  to  the  above  publication,  Dr. 
Munfon  fenior,  in  anfwer  to  a letter  from  Dr.  Ho- 
fack  of  New-York,  inquiring  if  any  additional  fafts 
had  come  to  his  knowledge,  gives  him  the  following 
information  which  is  tranfcribed  from  the  original. 

“ It  was  evident  in  almoft  every  inftance  that  the 
fick  had  been  expofed.  We  were  a long  time,  how- 
ever, in  the  dark,  refpedling  a fmall  child  about  two 
years  old,  as  the  parents  were  confident  it  had  never 
been  abroad  to  be  expofed.  This  was  at  length  ex- 
plained by  one  of  the  nurfes,  who  had  been  long  in 
the  infedion,  who  informed,  that  as  he  was  palling 
the  houfe,  he  faw  the  child  endangered  by  a carriage, 
he  caught  it  up  in  his  arms  and  fet  it  into  the  houfe, 
unknown  to  the  parents.  Another  [youthj  which 
died  with  the  black  vomit,  the  phyfician  confidently 
afl'erted  died  of  worms  and  not  of  the  fever,  which 
the  inhabitants  had  conceived  fuch  apprehenfions  of 
at  this  time.  The  neighbourhood  entertained  an 
high  opinion  of  the  phyfician,  and  from  unbounded 
confidence  in  him,  friends  and  neighbours  went  in, 
as  ufual,  to  perform  their  kind  offices  to  the  fick. 
After  death,  the  difeafed  was  permitted  thecuftom- 
ary  ceremonies  of  burial,  which  before  this  time 
had  been  laid  afide  in  this  fever.  The  corpfe  was 
ekpofed  to  view  as  is  common,  and  borne  of  eight 
bearers,  attended  by  a large  proceffion.  The  con- 
fequence  was  a more  extenfive  fpread  of  the  fever  ' 

than 
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th^  was  known  during  the  whole  fickncfs  from  any 
one  individual.  Six  out  of  the  eight  bearers  were feized 
with  the  fever  within  a week^  and  many  who  attended 
at  the  houfe.** 

Notwithftanding  Mr.  Webfter,  after  publifhing 
the  eommunication  of  Doctors  Munfon,  acknow- 
ledged, that  “ in  New-Haven,  the  difeafe  was  intro- 
duced and  propagated  by  infeftion,  yet  he  afterwards 
publiihcd  in  the  Commercial  Advertifer,  a laboured 
refutation  of  every  important  cirtumftance,  and  at- 
tempted to  produce  a conclufion  diametrically  op- 
pofite,  without  the  lead  apology  for  his  change  of 
opinion.  ^ 

This  occafioned  Doctor  Munfon,  fen.  to  be  again 
applied  to  for  information  on  the  fubjeft ; and  in  a 
letter,  in  anfwer,  dated  New  Haven,  September, 
1803,  he  confirms  his  former  ftatements,  and  af- 
ferts  that  he  has  never  feen  reafon  to  alter  his  opi- 
nion with  refpeft  to  the  introduftion  of  the  Yel- 
low Fever  into  New  Haven,  in  1794. 

From  Mr.  Webfter’s  account,  it  would  appear, 
that  the  floop  Iris,  Capt.  Trueman,  from  Martinico, 
arrived  [^not  firft  at  New  Haven,  but]  atNew-York 
the  latter  part  of  May,  1794.  Her  crew  and  paf- 
fengers  being  in  health,  Ihe  was  admitted  as  a clean 

vclTcI, 


( 6i  ) 

vdTcl,  and  hauled  up  at  or  near  a wharf.  Here  {he 
lay  wind-bound,  from  eight  to  twelve  days  ; during 
which  time,  no  perfon  on  board  was  ill.  Early  in 
June,  the  floop  arrived  at  New  Haven,  as  has  been 
related  by  Dr.  Munfon. 

Mr.  Webfter  does  not  deny,  that  the  cafes  of 
Yellow  Fever,  mentioned  by  Dr.  Munfon,  occurred 
at  New  Haven,  foon  after  the  arrival  of  the  floop 
at  that  place ; but  does  not  allow,  that  they  origina- 
ted from  any  contagion  or  infeftion  imported  in  the 
floop,  although  he  acknowledges  in  one  of  his  lafl: 
publications  on  this  fubjeft,  that  “ from  the  floop 
“ was  landed  a cheft  of  clothes,  which  belonged  to 
“ a feaman  who  died  with  Fever  in  Martinico ; 
“ which  cheft  was  opened  and  the  contents  invento- 
“ ried  by  Mr.  Auftin  in  his  ftore,  in  prefence  of 
“ capt.  Truman,  of  Henry  Hubbard,  and  of  Polly 
“ Gorham,  a niece  of  Ifaac  Gorham ; Mr.  Auftin 
“ and  his  clerk,  continues  he,  were  feized  a few 
“ days  after  opening  of  the  cheft,  &c.”  aqd  in  the 
next  page  he  fays,  “ If  Mr.  Auftin,  and  his  clerk, 
“ received  the  feeds  of  the  difeafe  from  the  clothing 
“ of  the  cheft,  as  it  is  pojffible  they  did^  the  fources 
“ of  the  difeafe  muft  have  been  the  foetid  effluvia  of 
“ dirty  clothes,  which  had  been  a long  time  clofe 
“ packed  in  a cheft  in  a fultry  climate.” 
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To  prove  that  the  contagion  or  infe£ition  was  not 
imported  into  New  Haven  in  the  blanket  or  cloth- 
ing of  the  fearaan  who  died  of  Yellow  Fever 
from  on  board  the  floop  Iris,  whilfl:  at  Martinico 
— Mr.  Webfter  and  the  committee  of  the  medical 
fociety  of  New- York,  refer  to  the  following  affida- 
vits of  Leverett  Stevens,  and  captain  Trueman, 


Affidavit  of  the  mate  of  the  floop  Iris. 


City  of  NewTork^ffi. 

Leverett  Stevens,  late  mate  of  the  floop  .Iris,  of 
New-Haven,  being  duly  fworn,  depofeth  and  faith 
— That  he  knew  John  Wilfon,  the  failor  belonging 
to  the  faid  floop — That  he,  this  deponent,  was  on 
fliore  with  him  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  affift- 
ed  in  fewing  up  in  a blanket^  the  body  of  the  /aid 
John  Wilfon,  together  with  all  the^  wearing  apparel 
which  he  had  on  fhore,  and  that  no  part  whatever  of 
the  fame,  was  returned  on  board  of  the  floop.  . And 
this  deponent  further  faith,  that  the  regimental 
coat  found  in  the  chefl:  of  the  deceafcd,  on  board, 
was  a new  garment,  taken  out  of,  a bale  a few  days 
before,  in  the  prefence  of  this  deponent,  and  to  the 
befl:  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  had  never  been 
worn.  And  this  deponent  further  faith,  that  the 
jackets  and  trowfers  found  in  the  faid  chefl:  were  al- 
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fo  new,  and  taken  a few  days  before,  in  the  fight  of 
this  deponent,  from  another  bale  of  goods  j and  as 
this  deponent  verily  believes,^  had  never  been  worn 
by  the  faid  John  Wilfon,  in  his  Hfe-thne^  nor  by  any 
other  peffon*  And  this  deponent  further  faith,  that 
being  at  the  compting-houfe  of  Elijah  Auftin,  before 
the  opening  of  John  Wilfon’s  chert  of  things  in  the 
ftore,  and  before  the  faid  Elijah’s'  departure  for  the 
city'ofNew-York,  whither  he  faid  he  was  going, 
this  deponent  heard  him  complain  of  being  unwell, 
but  that  notwithrtanding,  he  murt  proceed  on  his 
journey.  And  further  this  deponent  faith  not. 

• ' ’ ■ LEVERETT  STEVENS. 

Sworn  before  me  this  i6th  Nov.  1798. 

GABRIEL, FURMAN,  Alderman. 

*-  ■ r . 

• ; Affidavit  of  the  captain  of  the  Jloop  Iris. 

-.rr  : ^ \ 

. • City  of  New  Tork,Jf.  , 

r 

Daniel  Trueman,  late  commander  of  the  floop 
Iris,  which  failed  from  New  Haven  in  the  winter  of 

f,  , . - a • ^ 

the  year  1794,  on  a voyage  to  Martinique,  being 
duly  fworn,  depofeth’  and  faith — After  his  arrival 
at  the' ]3ort  of  Saint  Pierre’s,  his  velfel  was  taken 

* ^ j ■* 

from  him  by  the  authority  there — That  while  the 
velTel  was  detained,  he,  this  deponent,  and  part  of 
his  people,  lived  on  fhore — That  after  the  condem- 
nation 
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nation  and  fale  of  his  vejQfel,  he,  this  deponent,  be- 
came the  purchafer.  And  this  deponent  further 
faith,  that  the  remainder  of  his  crew,  confifting  of 
his  mate  and  two  men,  were  employed,  during  part 
of  the  time  aforefaid,  in  the  bofiuefs  of  dr<^uing, 
in  the  employ  of  the  government  there — That  on  the 
return  of  the  mate  and  the  two  men  aforefaid,  he, 
this  deponent,  took  pofleffion  of  the  faid  floop  Iris, 
and  carried  his  whole  crew  on  board,  and  that  after- 
wards, within  three  days,  one  of  the  men^  named 
John  Wilfon,  was  taken  fick  of  a fever,  and  within 
2^ few  hours  was  carried  on  (hore,  where  he  died, 
and  was  buried  in  the  clothes  which  he  wore  during 
his  Jicknefs,  no  article  whereof  was  returned  on  board 
the  Iris.  And  this  deponent  further  faith,  that  on 
felting  fail,  his  crew,  including  palTengers,^o  the 
befl;  of  this  deponent’s  recolleftion,  confided  of  fif- 
teen perfons — That  the  chert  of  the  decealed  John 
Wilfon  was  opened  by  this  deponent  and  his  mate, 
Leverett  Stevens,  twice,  during  the  paffage,  and  that 
it  contained  a foldier’s  regimental  coat,  a great  coat, 
feveral  jackets  and  trowfers,  and  a few  other  things, 
none  rf  which  the  faid  John  Wilfon  wore  during  his 
illnefs.  And  this  deponent  further  faith,  that  dur- 
ing  the  paffage  from  Saint  Pierre’s  to  New-York, 
and  from  New-York  tp  New-Haven,  the  whole  of 
the  perfons  on  board  enjoyed  good  health,  and  no 

fbver  or  other  diftemper  prevailed  among  them: 
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And  this  deponent  further  faith,  that  after  his  arri- 
val with  a healthy  crew  at  New  Haven,  Elijah  Auf- 
tln,  the  perfon  in  whofe  employ  the  deponent  failed, 
was  prefent  when  this  deponent  opened  the  chefl 
containing  the  elfefts  of  the  faid  John  Wilfon,  in  a 
certain  ftore  where  they  had  been  carried  from  the 
velTel  feveral  days  before ; and  that  the  faid  Elijah 
Auftiir  before  the  opening  of  the  faid  cheft,  and  be- 
fore his  departure  for  the  city  of  New  York,  to 
which  he  was  then  about  to  go,  complained  of  a 
head-ache,  and  faid  he  mufl  proceed  neverthelefs  to 
New  York.  And  further  this  deponent  faith  not. 

DANIEL  TRUEMAN. 

The  foregoing  depofition  was  fivorn  to  before  me  this 
i6th  of  November,  1798. 

GABRIEL  FURMAN,  Alderman. 

But  as  direft  contradiftions  to  the  alTertions  con- 
tained in  the  above  depofitions,  the  following  affida- 
vits (hould  be  perufed  with  attention,  as  they  carry 
with  them  the  weight  of  refpeftable  teftimony,  and 
have  not  been,  as  far  as  we  know,  controverted. 
The  firft;  is  from  colonel  William  Lyon,  the  caftiier 
of  the  New  Haven  bank,  and  a gentleman  againft 
whom  no  one  will  prefer  the  fmalleft  objedlion, 
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New  Haven,  Sept-  27,  1803. 

I,  William  Lyon,  of  faid  New  Haven,  declare 
and  teftify,  that  a.  d.  1794*  after -the  me- 

lancholy death  of  Elijah  Auftin,  formerly  of  this 
city,  merchant,  Henry  Daggett  and  Abraham  Bi- 
fliop,  Esqrs*.  and  myfelf  were  appointed  appraifers 
of  the  eftate  of  the  depafed,  and  having  opened,  his 
ftore  on  Union  wharf,*  which  had  been  flint  from  the 
time  of  his  death,  1 faw  a certain  cheft  in  the  garret, 
which  I was  told  was  lately  owned  by  John  Wilfon, 
a feaman  in  the  faid  Auftin’s  velfel,  Daniel  Truman, 
mafter,  (this  Wilfon  died  at  Martinique  with  the 
plague  or  Yellow  Fever  the  Hfl;  voyage  of  faid  vef- 
fel)  and  that  his  clothes  were  fliut  up  m the  faid 

cheft. 

Several  perfons  mentioned  to  me  their  fears  of 
infeftion  from  the  cheft,  and  requefted  me  to  mike 
a motion  at  the  next  court  of  common  council  that 
the  cheft  might  be  removed  or  deftroyed.  About 
this  time  I was  at  the  fliop  of  Samuel  Cleveland,  a 
joiner;  he  exprefled  his  fears.  His  fon.  Rap 
Cleveland,  a boy  of  12  or  14  years  of  age,  being 
at  work  in  the  fliop  informed  me  that  he  was  wit  1 
Mr.  Truman  this  voyage,  had  the  fever  himfelf  in  the 
fame  room  ivith  Wilfon,  was  prefeiit  when  Wil- 
fon died,  and  that  John  Brandigan,  another  feaman 

belonging 
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belonging  to  the  fame  velTel,  took  a blanket  and  fame 
other  clothes  from  the  corpfe  and  carried  them  on  board 
the  vejfel,  and  put  them  in  Wilfon’s  chesty  where  he, 
the  faid  Ralph,  often  faw  them. 

A court  of  common  council  was  held  on  that  or 
the  fuccceding  day,  after  my  converfation  with 
Cleveland,  when  I mentioned  the  complaints  I had 
heard,  and  made  a motion  that  fome  order  might  be 
taken  thereon.  The  court  appointed  Henry  Dag- 
gett, and  Nathan  Beers,  Efq.  with  myfelf,  a com- 
mittee, to  overfee  the  'removal  and  deflruftion  of 
the  cheft.  -I  procured  Leverett  Stevens,  who  had 
been  mate  of  the  velTel  the  laft  voyage,  and  Wil- 
liam Bayley,  to  deftroy  the  cheft.  They  removed 
it  by  water,  to  the  Oyftcr-point  fields,  in  this  city, 
and  there  in  full  view  of  the  committee,  broke  open 
the  cheft,  took  out  the  contents  with  a pole,  which 
' were  an  old  dirty  blanket,  a military  coat,  a pair  of 
dirty  trowfers,  and  fome  other  old  clothes,  which  were 
all  burnt  to  aflies. 

WILLIAM  LYON. 

Idew  Haven  County,  ff. 

New  Haven,  Sept.  30,  A.  D.  1803. 

Perfonally  appeared  William  Lyon,  and  made 
oath  that  the  within  depofition  by  him  fubferibed, 
was  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but 
the  truth. 

Sworn  before  me, 

JOSEPH  DARLING,  Jus.  Pads. 

We 
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We  now  fubjoin  the  affidavit  of  Dr.  Hotchkifs, 
a gentleman  of  drift  integrity,  and  unimpeachable 
on  the  fcore  of  veracity. 

I Obadiah  Hotchkifs,  jun.  of  New  Haven,  in 
New  Haven  county,  of  lawful  age,  do  teftify  and 
fay,  that  Daniel  Truman,  mafter  of  the  floop  Iris, 
from  the  Weft-Indies,  early  in  the  month  of  June, 
1794,  in  converfation,  told  me  that  while  in  the 
Weft-Indies,  all  hts  men  had  the  Yellow  Fever,  that 
John  Wilfon  was  carried  on  fhore,  attended  by  a 
phyfician,  and  died ; the  remainder  of  his  men  he 
gave  an  emetic,  and  they  all  recovered.  I further 
teftify  that  Leverett  Stevens,  mate  of  the  aforefaid, 
floop,  to  the  beft  of  my  recolleftion  the  evening  be- 
fore the  converfation  with  captain  Truman,  told 
me,  that  bimfelf  and  all  the  hands  had  the  Tellow 
Fever  in  the  Weft-Indies,  that  John  Wilfon  died, 
and  further  dated  that  he  was  cured  by  taking 
drinks  that  produced  a copious  fweat. 

OBADIAH  HOTCHKISS. 

l^ew  Haven,  ^oth  Sept,  1803. 

New  Haven  County,  Jf, 

New  Haven,  Sept,  ^oth,  1803. 

Perfonally  appeared  Obadiah  Hotchkifs,  jun. 
and  made  oath  that  the  above  and  foregoing  depo- 
lition,  by  him  fubferibed,  was  the  truth,  and  no- 
thing but  the  truth. 

Sworn  before  me, 

JOSEPH  DARLING,  Jus.  Pads. 

To 
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To  thcfe  we  add  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Ives, 
received  from  Dr.  Munfon  in  a former  letter,  and 
to  which  he  informs  us  Mr.  Ives  is  ready  to  de- 
pofe,  but  obferves,  that  Mr.  Ives’s  word  will  never 
be  difputed  where  he  is  known.  The  following  is  his 
ftatement  under  his  own  hand. 

I was  requeftcd  by  the  faculty  of  this  town  to 
inquire  into  the  particulars  refpefting  capt.  Tru- 
man’s veffel,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  cloth- 
ing which  was  in  the  chefl:  of  John  Wilfon,  a marin- 
er, who  died  in  the  Weft-Indies  of  the  Yellow  Fever. 
The  fa<fts  I obtained  were  from  Leverett  Stevens, 
mate  of  the  velTel.  Stevens  faid  that  the  blanket 
'which  Wilfon  ufed  when  he  was  Jick,  and  the  clothes  in 
which  he  died^  he  putjnto  the  chest,  and  locked  it,  and 
that  it  was  not  opened  until  it  was  opened  in  Auftin’s 
(lore,  in  New  Haven. 

LEVI  IVES. 

The  reader  is  now  in  pofleftion  of  the  counter 
teftiraony  we  have  to  produce.  Dr.  Munfon  ob- 
ferves, in  the  conclufion  of  his  letter,  inclofing  the 
depolltions,  “ many  ftrong  corroborating  circum- 
ftances  might  have  been  added,  but  my  profelHonal 
engagements  are  fuch  at  this  juncture,  as  to  prevent 
further  refcarches,  and  fome  people  who  could  tef- 
tify  in  point  are  abroad.”  But  more  is  unnecefla- 
ry  ; until  the  teftimony  of  the  above  gentlemen 
can  be  ftiaken,  and  their  charafters  deftroyed, 

which 
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which  we  feel  warranted  in  faying  never  can  be  do^, 
there  can  be  but  one  opinion  on  this  fubjeft.  We 
can  have  no  fcruple  then  to  fay,  it  is  nGt  true^ 

that  “ there  was  no  blanket  in  the  chefl:,  or  apJ 

Cleveland faw  John  Brandigan  take  Wtlfon^s blank- 
et and  carry  it  on  board  the  vejjel,  and  put  it  in  Mi - 
/on’s  chest/  and  Col.  Lyon  faw  Leverett  Stevens 
himfelf,  and  William  Bayley,  take  out  of  the  chest, 
by  means  of  a pole,  an  old  dirty  blanket,  and  burn  it 
and  finally,  this  Leverett  Stevens  told  Mr.  Ives, 
that  the  » blanket  which  Wilfon  ufed  when  he  was 
ftckhe  put  into  his  chest  and  locked  lU  It  not 
true— that  “ Wilfon  was  buried  with  his  infeaed 
clothes  on,”  for  Ralph  Clevelandfaw  the  clothes  from 
thecorpfe  carried  on  board  the  veffel  ^ 

chert,  and  Stevens  told  Mr.  Ives,  exprefsly,  that  he 
fut  the  clothes,  in  which  Wilfon  died,  into  h,s  chesU 
It  is  not  TttuE-that  thejloop  had  neooer  anp  mfea- 
ed  perfons  on  board,  for  Ralph  Cleveland  told  Col. 
Lyon,  that  he  hitnfelf  had  the  P"' 

ticularly  Capt.  Truman  told  Dr.  ! 

“ while  in  the  Wert-Indies,  all  his  men  had  the 
low  Fever,  and  Leverett  Stevens  told  him  *at  he 
“ himfef,  and  all  the  hands,  had  the  TeUow  Fever  m 
theWest.hdiesr  It  i.s  not  TttuE-tha  the 
chert  contained  only  a new  coat 

trowfers,  which  had  never  been  worn,  for  . p _ 
Clevelandfaw  “ other  clothes,"  bef.des  blanke 
taken  off  the  corpfe  by  John  Brandizan, 
thechest,  and  Stevensand  Bayley  took  outof  theefeft 
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with  a pole,  a.  pair  of  dirty  trowfers^  and  fame  othir  old 
clothes,  and  burnt  them.  LafHy,  it  is  not'true — 
that  “ the  cheft,  with  its  contents,  were  burnt  un- 
examined, for,  in  full  view  of  the  committee  [appoint- 
ed by  the  court,  and  confiding  of  Henry  Daggett, 
Nathan  Beers  and  William  Lyon,  Efqrs.]  the  chest 
was  broken  open,  and  the  contents  expofed  before  they 
were  burnt,  consisting  of  an  old  dirty  blanket,  a 7nilita- 
ry  coat,  a pair  of  dirty  trowfers,  and  fome  other  old 
clothes.’^  Finally,  of  all  the  allegations  made  by  thofe 
who  have  engaged  to  inveftigate  this  affair,  for  the 
purpofe  of  difproving  the  original  datement  made 

in  1796,  NOT  ONE  SINGLE  MATERIAL  FACT  IS 

TRUE.  Thus  we  finidi  with  the  year  1794,  at  New 
Haven. 

We  are  not  difpofed  to  prefs  this  fubjeft  very 
hard,  nor  is  it  our  intention  to  mark  out  any  one  as 
guilty  of  fubornation  in  procuring  the  two  unhap- 
py men  to  forfwear  themfelves,  but  we  cannot,  in 
duty,  refrain  from  making  a diort  appeal  to  our  fel- 
low citizens  on  this  datement  of  fafts.  What  will 
they  think  of  thofe  who  to  fupport  a fydem,  preg- 
nant with  nothing  but  mifehief,  will  go  to  fuch  un- 
heard-of, fuch  unfufpefted,  fuch  criminal  lengths  ? 
And  will  it  not  infpire  a jud  and  falutary  caution, 
how  they  implicitly  receive  the  intereded  evidence 
of  captains  of  veffels  which  have  introduced  pedi- 
lence  and  death  among  us. 


Letter 
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Letter  from  Dr.  James  Stratton,  to  Dr.  S.  P.  Griffitts. 

Swedejborough,  Dec.  2,^st,  1805. 


Dear  Sir, 

Your  favour  of  the  loth  inftant,  came  duly  to 
hand.  In  attempting  an  anfwer  thereto,  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  ftate  thofe  fafls  relative  to  the  Yel- 
low Fever,  whichhavecomewithin  my  knowledge,  in 
the  different  years,  in  which  that  difeafe  has  appeal- 
ed in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  In  doing  this  it  will 
not  be  necelfary  to  detail  the  particular  fymptoms, 
fo  much  as  the  circumflances  of  its  appearance— the 
fituation  of  the  places  as  it  refpefts  tide  water,  and 
the  inflances  of  its  fpreading. 

In  the  year  1793s  three  cafes  only  occurred  with- 
in my  notice,  thefe  were  perfons  who  had  left  the 
city ; two  of  the  cafes  proved  fatal,  but  without 
any  inftance  of  its  being  communicated.  In  the  year 
1797,  I faw  feven  cafes,  all  thefe  were  inhabitants 
of  this  neighbourhood,  five  of  them  had  been  to 
Philadelphia  ; of  thefe,  four  died : two  cafes  of 
the  difeafe  being  communicated,  one  died  with  all 
the  diftinguifhing  fymptoms  which  accompany  the 
mofl:  unfavourable  cafes,  the  other  recovered.  The 

firfl  of  the  cafes  communicated,  Thomas  Humphries, 

was 
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: on  tide-water ; the  other  had  been  nurfe  to 

• one  who  had  died,  at  the  diftance  of  two  or  three 
■*  jniles  from  any  tide. 

The  cafe  of  Thomas  Humphries  may,  perhaps, 
merit  a more  particular  detail.  Peter  Duffield,  a 
waterman,  had  been  to  Philadelphia,  and  brought 
from  thence  a quantity  of  oakum,  for  graving  his 
veffel.  Thomas  Humphries,  and  Charles  Lack, 
carpenters,  went  to  work  on  board  the  velTel ; Duf- 
ficld  and  Humphries  flept  on  board : they  were  both 
taken  ill  on  the  i8th  day  of  September.  Duffield 
died  on  the  21ft;  Humphries  .died  on  the  22d  of 
the  fame  month.  Duffield  had  been  to  the  city, 
Humphries  had  not ; — they  were  both  employed  in 
handling  the  fame  oakum,  and  perhaps  received  the 
infeftion  from  the  fame  fomites. 

Imhe  year  1798,  forty-two  cafes  came  within 
' my  notice.  Of  thefe,  -nineteen  died ; they  were 
fcattered  over  the  country  in  different  fituations. 
Of  thefe  patients,  fomehad  removed  from  Philadel- 
phia ; others  had  been  there  on  bufinefs ; others 
again  'had  removed  from  Wilmington,  Delaware  ; 
and  aboCit  fifteen  of  them  had  not  been  to  either 
'place.  Of  thefe  'latter,  fome,  both  of  thofe  that 
died,  rand  of  thofe  who  furvived,  exhibited  the  fymp- 
toms  which  are  chara<fterifi;ic  of  the  difeafe.  As  it 
. would  -be  'difficult  as  well  as  tedious,  to  relate  the 
^ ..V  L circurafhmces 
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circumftances  of  all  thoTe  cafes  where  the  difeafe 
might  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  communicated, 
from  one  perfon  to  another,  or  from  the  clothing 
of  one  perfon  to  another,  I will  mention  only  one 
cafe  : Mifs  Sally  Harding  fled  from  Wilmington 
to  the  houfe  of  her  uncle,  captain  William  Peterfon, 
at  a place  called  the  Cove,  on  the  Jerfey  {bore,  a 
■ mile  or  two  above  the  mouth  of  Chriftiana  Creek. 
About  a week  after  leaving  Wilmington,  (be  was 
attacked  with  the  Yellow  Fever,  but  recovered ; her 
uncle,  Mr. Peterfon,  took  the  difeafe,  was  very  ill; 
he  alfo  recovered  ; her  nurfe  took  the  difeafe  and 
died.'  Mr.  Miller,  a ftudent  in  medicine,  vifited 
Mifs  Harding  ; he  took  the  difeafe  and  died. 

In  the  year  1799^  cafes  occurred  within  my 
notice ; feven  died,  two  recovered.  Of  the  nine 
cafes,  fix  were  communicated.  Some  of  thefe  patients 
r were  at  Carpenter’s  bridge,  on  Mantua  Creek,  an 
forae  on  Oldman’s  Creek.  The  cafes  which  oc- 
curred in  the  family  of  Mr.  Jofeph  Stout,  on  Old- 
. man’s  Creek,  in  the  county  of  Salem,  may  perhaps 
; be  worth  relating.  A young  man  of  his  family, 
who  followed  the  bufinefs  of  a fliallop-man,  from 
that  Creek  to  Philadelphia,  came  home  fick  of 
the  Yellow  Fever,  and  died  about  the  fixth  day,  in 
a (late  of  extreme  putrefafrion ; his  fingers,  toes, 
and  ears  were  black  for  two  days  previous  to  bs 

death;  he  difeharged  a black  fluid  froni  his  ftoraach. 
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vi’ith  a force  fufficient  to  carry  it  horizontally  acrofs 
a room.  This  man  had  been  nurfed  by  Mi's.  Stout 
and  her  daughter,  a young  woman,  who,  about  a 
week  after  his  'death,  were  attacked  with  the  fame 
fymptoms,  and  both'  died  on  the  fixth  day.  Seve- 
ral other  perfons  in  the  fame  family  were  taken  ill, 
but  recovered.  Mr.  Stout’s  houfe  is  on  the  bank 
of  the  Creek,  half  a mile  from  any  other  dwelling.  ^ 

. . • • : ! *•  r 

£;i  1 ^ 1 

There  have  been  but  a few  cafes  in  this  part  of 
the  country  fmee  the  year  1799,  until  the  fall  of 
the  prefent  year.  The  moll  of  thefe  were  at  Car- 
penter’s bridge,  on  Mantua  Creek,  where  there  is 
a fcattered  village.  . The  difeafe  was  introduced 
into  this  village  by  three  men  who  were  inhabitants 
thereof,  and  went  to  Philadelphia  on  bufmefs ; and 
while  there,  doubting  the  exiftence  of  the  difeafe, 
or  its  power  to  injure  them,  after  charging  them- 
felves  with  fpirituous  liquor,  wantonly  went  in  fearcli 
of  the  difeafe,  into  Southwark,  and  found  fome  of 
its  viftims,  and  affifted  in  putting  them  in  their  cof- 
fins. They  returned  home  and  boafted  of  their 
prowefs  ; about  a week  afterwards  they  were  all 
taken  ill,  and  all  died  about  the  fixth  day.  From 
thefe,  the  difeafe  was  communicated  to  a number 
«f  others  j of  whom  I vifited  four  perfons ; two  died. 


From 
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From  the  fafts  which  have  been  ftated,  it  maybe 
obferyed,  that  the  Yellow  Fever  has  never  appeared 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  except  in  thofe  feafons, 
and  when  it  had  previoufly  exifled  in  Philadelphia; 
that  there  have  been  many  irtftances  of  its  being 
brought  from  Philadelphia  to  Jerfey,  and  of  its  be- 
ing communicated  from  the  perfons  thus  infefled, 
to  others.  If  the  difeafe  may  be  brought  from 
Philadelphia  into  New  Jerfey,  I fee  no  difficulty  in 
fuppofing  it  may  be  brought  from  fome  other  place 

'to  Philadelphia. 

This  communication  has  been  deferred  by  the 
prelTure  of  bufmefs ; but  you  • will  make  proper 
allowance  for  circumftanccs  of  this  kind,  and  may 
trtake  fuch  ufe  thereof  as  you  may  think  proper. 

With  lincere  regard^ 

I am,  deaf  Sir,  your  friend 
and  very  humble  fervant, 

JAMES  STRATTON. 

* I 

Br.-S.  P.  Grif^itts. 
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Letter  from  Dr.  fohn  Stuart,  of  the  ijland  of  Grena- 
da, to  Dr.  David  Hofack. 

New  Tork,  Nov.  12,  1805. 

Dear  Sir, 

I have  received  your  favour  of  this  date,  defiring 
information  concerning  the  Fever  which  appeared, 
and  proved  fo  fatal,  in  Grenada,  in  March,  1793  ; I 
feel  much  difpofed  to  comply  with  your  requeft,  but 
regret  that  my  time  will  not  allow  me  to  do  fo  in  a 
manner  fatisfaftory  to  myfelf ; at  all  events,  I hope 
you  will  make  allowance  for  any  inaccuracy  I may 
commit,  in  referring  to  circumftances  which  took 
place  fo  long  as  twelve  years  ago,  efpccially  as  1 am 
polfeifed  of  no  memorandum  refpefting  the  difeafe, 
all  my  papers  having  been  deftroyed  in  the  infurrec- 
tion  which  occurred  in  that  ifland,  in  1795. 

It  may  be  necelTary  to  premife,  that  I had  been 
engaged  in  an  extcnfive  praftice  in  the  quarters  of 
St.  Andrew’s  and  St. Patrick’s,  for  19  years  previous 
to  the  period  referred  to.  My  place  of  refidence 
was  on  the  eafl:  fide  of  the  ifland,  and  on  the  con- 
fines of  thofe  two  pariflies,  about  24  miles  from  St. 
George,  the  capital,  and  upwards  of  four  miles  from 
Grenville  bay,  the  fecond  harbour  in  the  colony. 

The 


( 78  ) 

The  tract  of  country  between  ray  abode  and  the  lat- 
ter is  flat,  and  the  fliore.low  and  fwampy  ; it  is  confc- 
quently  extremely  unhealthy  in  the  fall  of  the  year  ; 
1 had  become,  of  courfe,  well  acquainted  with  tertian 
fever,  under  its  various  forms  of  intermittent,  remit- 
tent, and  continued  types.  It  is  however  worthy  of 
remark,  that  I do  not  recoiled  an  inftanceof  an  epi- 
demic occurring  among  the  white  inhabitants  in  any 
part  of  the  ifland,  from  January  to  July  or  Auguft:, 
previous  to  the  year  1793. 

My  firfl:.  acquaintance  with  the  Fever  in  queftion 
was  ns  follows : In  the  month  of  March  of  that  year, 
1 went  one  day  on  board  the  (hip  Adventure,  then 
lying  in  Grenville  harbour,  to  vifit  the  carperiter,  at 
that  time  under  ray  charge,  for  a gun-fliot  wound 
in  his  hand.  While  there,  captain  Remington  ar- 
rived from  St.  George’s  by  fea : he  had  come 
round  in.a  drogher,  and'  had  had  heavy  fqualls,  with 
rain,  in  his  paffage  to  windward.  He  then  com- 
plained of  being  feverifli,  and  feemed  low-fpirited  j — 
he  had  heat  of  Iki.n,  his  pulfe  full  and  under  100, 
head-ache,  pain  in  his  back  and  limbs,  and  over  his 
whole  body  ; thefe  fymptoms  I imputed  to  cold 
caught  in  his • paffage  up,  and  accordingly  took  eight 
ounces  of  blood  from  him,  which,  unexpe<fledly,  nei- 
ther exhibited  the  buffy  coat,  nor  the  coagulum  any 
degree  of  coutra£Iion,  nor  confequent  reparation  of 

ferum. 
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fcrum.  ' He  took  an  emetic  of'  Ipecacuanha  in  the 
evening,  and  a;dofeof  Glauber’s  falts  the  following 
morning.  During  three  days  1 continued  to  vilk 
him,  his  pulfe  did  not  exceed  loo,  nor  was  the  [heat 
of  ikin  confiderable ; he  took  occafionally  fmall  dpfes 
©f  antimonial  wine,  with  the  addition  of  laudanum 
at  bed-time,  and  made  free  ufe  of  tepid  drinks.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  I was  under  the  necelTity  of 
putting  him  in  diarge  of  a neighbouring  pradition- 
er,  having  a call  to  the  other  fide  of  the  illand. 
On  leaving  him  I certainly  did  not  entertain  any 
idea  of  his  being  in  danger  ; I was,  however,  forci- 
bly flruck with, and  could  not  well  account  for,an  un- 
common degree  of  defpondency  of  mind,  that  was 
then  prefent,  and  it  was  not  poffible  to  remove  the 
impreflion  that  he  was  to  die ; nor  was  I the  lefsfur- 
prifed,  on  going  to  Grenville  a few  days  thereafter, 
to  be  told  of  his  death,  and  more  efpecially  to  hear 
of  that  event  having  been  preceded  by  hmmorrhage 
from  his  nofe,  ftomach,  mouth,  and  urinary  bladder. 
On  this  occafion,  while  in  converfation  with  fome  gen- 
tlemen on  the  fate  of  this  unfortunate  man,  I could 
not  help  noticing  the  malignancy  of  the  cafe,  and  the 
difference  in  the  train  of  fymptoms  from  what  I had 
ever  witneffed  to  take  place  in  the  word:  cafe  of  our 
endemic  fever.  But  a few  minutes  had  elapfed 
when  a gentleman  arrived  from  St.  George’s ; I had 
no  fooner  mentioned  capt.  R.’s  death  to  him,  and  my 
furprife  thereat,  when  he  indantly  replied,  it  was 

known 
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-known  to  him,  for  that  capt.  R.  had  cat  and  flej>t  on 
board  the  fhip  Hankey,  during  feveral  days  that  he 
was  in  town.  This  was  the  firft  notice  I had  of  fuch 
a velfel  being  in  the  colony,  and  therefore  anxioufly 
requefted  he  would  explain  himfelf  : this  he  did  by 
faying,  that  the  Hankey,  capt.  Cox,  had  arrived 
fome  time  before,  after  carrying  a number  of  fet- 
tlers  from  England  to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  where  flic 
had  remained  for  fome  months ; and  that  during  her 
flay  the  greater  part  of  thofe  unfortunate  people  had 
'been  carried  off  by  fever ; and  concluded  by  faying, 
that  there  was  at  that  time  a curfed  infefrion  lurking 
on  board  of  her  ; that  the  mate  of  the  fliip  Baillies 
had  died  or  was  dying,  and  feveral  other  feamen 
were  very  ill,  when  he  left  town.  The  melancholy 
feene  that  afterwards  followed  at  St.  George’s,  in 
1793  and  1794,  is  well  and  amply  deferibed  by  my 
refpe'ftable  friend  Dr.  Chifliolra,  in  his  well-known 
work  on  Weft  India  difeafes. 

As  to  the  character  of  this  fever,  my  experience 
has  fully  fatisfied  me,  that  it  was  fpecifically  diftinft 
from  every  form  of  the  indigenous,  bilious  remit- 
tent, which  1 had  ever  obferved.  Becaufe  it  ap- 
peared at  a feafon  of  the  year  which  I had  always 
found  healthy  during  a period  of  twelve  years  I 
had  re  tided  in  the  colony.  Becaufe  it  did  not  par- 
ticularly appear  in  thofe  fitualions  where  bilious 
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remittent  fever  ufually  prevailed  during  the  unheal-', 
thy  feafon  of  the  year.  Becaiife  there  ^vas  an  evi-, 
dent  difference  in  the  charafter  and  type’  of  the 
two  difeafes ; there  was  a greater  dcfpondency  of 
mind  in  this  fever,  the  eyes  were  more  muddy  and 
inflamed,  there  was  commonly  a deep-feated  pain  in 
the  eye-fockets,  the  motion  of  the  eye-balls  was  at- 
tended with  uneafinefs ; the  pain  in  the  back  and 
limbs  was  greater  than  in  bilious  fever  j the  vomit- 
ing was  not  of  fo  violent  and  (training  a nature,  nor 
were  there  fuch  evacuations  of  bilious  matter.  Thcf 
black  vomit*  generally  occurred  at  an  early  period  j 
the  yellownefs  was  of  a dingy  hue,  not  of  the  real 
icteric  tinge  accompanying  cafes  of  bilious  fever. 
The  delirium  was,  in  many  inflances,  of  a peculiar 
nature,  and  much  refembling  a ftate  of  intoxication ; 
hsemorrhage  was  more  frequent,  particularly  by 
urine  and  from  the  ftomach  and  inteflines.  Patients 
on  feveral  occafions  made  exertions  not  long  before 
death  that  I never  witnelfed  in  bilious  fever.  I 
have  known  a patient  get  up,  drefs  himfelf,  and 
■walk  about  his  chamber,  a'“very  fhort  time  before 
his  death.  Medical  praftitioners,  before  being  well 
acquainted  with  the  deceitful  nature  of  the  difeafe, 
not  unfrequently  declared  their  patients  out  of  dan- 
ger, 

* Which  I consider  as  one  of  tlae  characteristics  of  this  dis- 
ease. 
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ger/whcn  the  fhtal  iffiie  took  place  an  hour  or  two 
after  their  departure.  Becaufe  I never  knew  this 
fever  terminate  within  a few  weeks  in  intermittent, 
as  tertian,  remittent  or  bilious  fever  commonly  does. 
Becaufe  the  degree  of  weaknefs  produced  by  the  fe- 
ver is  greater,  and  the  recovery  of  flefti  and  ftrength 
more  gradual  and  flow  in  this  than  in  bilious  fever. 
Becaufe  1 did  not  find  the  fame  mode  of  treatment 
fuecefsful  in  both  cafes  of  fever ; for  the  early  and 
bold  and  free  ufe  of  bark,  which  I have  found  very 
generally  to  anfwer  in  bilious  fever,  feemed  to  ag- 
gravate this  fever  and  to  haften  the  fatal  iffue. 

That  this  fever  was  contagious  I concluded  front 
the  manner  in  which  it  broke  out  and  fpirea4-  U 
firft  appeared  in  two  or  three  vefTels  that  had  a.  com- 
xnunication  with  the  Hankey,  and  from  thofe  four- 
ces  it  gradually  extended  itfelf  to  other  velTels  in  thq 
harbour  ; but  not  to  all ; for,  where  attention  was 
paid  to  prohibit  communication  with  infeded  fhips, 
Jfuch  vefTels  efeaped.  After  fome  time  it  got  on 
fliore,  both  into  town  and  in  the  garrifon.  There 
is  alfo  reafon  to  think  that  it  was  carried  from  thence 
to  the  adjoining  iflands,  as  it  appeared  at  raoft  of 
thofe  to  windward  within  two  months  of  its  breaiking 
out  at  Grenada  ; and  fome  time  thereafter,  it  fhew- 
cd  itfelf  at  Jamaica,  and  ultimately  I believe  in  Sep- 
tember at  Philadelphia. 
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Its  contagious  nature  alfo  appeared  from  many 
inftances  of  men  in  1793  and  17^4  going  to  St. 
George’s  on  bufinefs,  and  being  attacked  a few  days 
after  their  return  to  the  country  with  this  fever,  to 
feveral  of  whom  it  proved  fatal ; but  I muft  obferve 
that  i met  with  no  inftance  in  the  country,  of  the 
difeafe  being  communicated  to  others,  either  vifitors 
or  attendants.  It  is  indeed  true  that  every  attention 
was  paid  to  keep  the  chamber  of  the  Tick  well  aired ; 
their  linen  frequently  fliifted  ; and  when  a fatal  iffue 
took  place,  every  article  of  wearing  apparel  and 
bedding  was  commonly  deftroyed. 

irm  knowing  feveral  ihflances  of  young  meh 
who  got  wounded  in  1795  and  1796,  having  been 
fent  for  convenience  and  proper  attendance  to  town, 
who  during  their  cure  were  attacked  by  this  cruel 
difeafe,  and  on  fome  occalions  fell  a facrifice  thereto. 

From  infftances  occurring  of  people  expreffing  a 
eohfdoufncfs  of  the  time  when  they  received  the 
contagion,  while  vifiting  acquaintances  labouring 
under  the  difeafe. 

, From  a thorough  belief  in  the  minds  of  all  the 
medical  gentlemen  in  Grenada,  who  witnefled  the 
difeafe,  that  it  was  fo : let  it  be  obferved,  however, 
that  one  of  the  molt  refpedable  pradlitioners  in  St. 
George’s,  and  a particular  acquaintance  of  my  own, 
would  not  allow  at  frsty  that  it  was  contagious. 

And 
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And  laflly,  from  a full  conviftion  that  I,  as  well  as 
feme  other  medical  gentlemen,  contrafted  the  drfeafe 
in  our  attendance  on  the  fick. 

Refpefting  the  propagation  of  this  fever,  I am  de- 
cidedly of  opinion  that  it  was  occafioned  by  vifiting 
infefted  apartments,  or  by  the  near  approach  to,  or 
contaft  with  people  labouring  under  it.  There  is 
\ every  probability  alfo  that  the  infection  was  brought 
to  Grenada  by  the  Hankey;  * but  what  its  nature 
was,  whether  it  originated  on  board  in  confequence 
of  the  number  of  lick  crowded  together,  while  la- 
bouring under  the  endemic  of  a warm  climate,  and 
that  in  a fultry,  moift  atmofphere,  is  a queftion  I do 
not  take  upon  myfelf  to  anfwer. 

That  vegetable  and  animal  matter  in  a ftate  of  pu- 
trefaflion  does  produce  difeafe,  is  not  to  be  denied  ; 
but  that  vegetable  matter  only  in  a ftate  of  corrup- 
tion is  on  many  occalions  harmlefs,  is  evident,  from 
the  offenlive  heaps  of  cotton  feed,-and  the  pulpy  co- 
vering of  the  coffee  berry  which  are  daily  to  be  met 
with  in  Demarara,  without  being  confidered  as  a 
caufe  of  fever  ; nor  Ihould  this  circumflance  be  omit- 
ted, that  when  fever  does  prevail,  it  is  at  a feafon 
when  thofe  caufes  do  not  afr  powerfully. 

Yours,  &c. 

JOHN  STEWART. 

Dr.  David  Hosack. 

* It  is  important  to  note  here,  that  when  the  Hankey  return- 
ed to  Great  Britain,  she  was  immediately  ordered  by  the  Board 
of  Health  to  be  burnt. 


An  account  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  Fever ^ 
•which  prevailed  in  Southwark,  during  part  of  the 
Summer  and  Autumn  of  the  prefent  year,  1805.  By 
Dodor  William  Currie. 

The  Yellow  Fever  made  its  firfi:  appearance  this 
year,  in  the  family  of  Samuel  Crifman,  who  kept  a 
retail  grocery  flore  at  the  north-eafl:  corner  of  Catha- 
rine and  Water  flreets,  in  the  diftrift  of  South- 
wark, about  midway  between  the  New  Market  and 
the  Swedes-church,  a lituation  remarkably  clean, 
open  and  airy. 

A young  man,  by  the  name  of  Peter  Young,  and 
two  boys,  the  one  twelve,  and  the  other  lixteen 
years  of  age,  in  the  fervice  of  Samuel  Crifman,  were 
the  firft  that  were  attacked  by  the  difeafe, 

Peter  Young  was  attacked  with  very  violent  fc- 
verifh  fymptoms,  on  Saturday  the  27th  of  July,  foon 
after  breakfaft,  while  at  work  in  a covered  fliop  ad- 
joining his  employer’s  houfe ; and  the  two  boys  the 
day  following,  one  of  them  while  on  his  way  to  his 
parents  in  the  Northern  Liberties. 

The  youngefl:  boy,  whofe  name  is  Tobias  Smith, 
informed  John  North’s  fon,  who  refided  on  the 
wharf  back  of  Crifman’s,  the  Sunday  before  he  was 
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taken  ill,  that  he  had  been  down  to  the  Lazaretto 
a few  days  before  ; this,  Mr.  North’s  fon  ftated  in 
the  prefence  of  Mrs.  Rees  and  the  fubferiber,  and 
has  fince  qualified  to  the  fadl. 

Peter  Young  alfo  acknowledged,  in  the  prefence 
of  Ebenezer  Fergufon,  Efq.  prefident  of  the  board 
of  health,  Mr.  George  Budd,  and  Doctor  Reynolds, 
on  his  death-bed,  (when  his  mind  was  in  a fituation 
which  could  admit  no  interefi;  or  paflion  to  inter- 
fere with  truth,)  that  he  had  made  a vifit  to  the 
quarantine  ftation,  the  Sunday  before  he  Was  taketi 
ill. 

> . ..  r • 

In  confirmation  of  this,  Samuel  Crifman  has 
Hated  to  Mr.  Fergufon  and  the  fubferiber,  more 
than  once,  that,  the  Sunday  before  Peter  Young 
Was  attacked  with  the  Fever,  he  told  him,  he 
bad  procured  a boat  to  go  to  the  Lazaretto  to 
fee  his  brother,  and  that  he  dilTuaded  him  from  go- 
ing, as  he  did  not  believe  his  brother  was  come. — 
“ Peter  Young  and  the  boy,  however,  he  believes, 
did  go  down  the  river,  but  returned  home  about 
funfet.”  Crifman  alfo  (bates,  that  Peter  Young  and 
more  than  twenty  other  perfons,  went  with  him 
down  the  river,  to  Thompfon’s  point,  on  the  Jerfey 
(hore,  below  the  Lazaretto,  the  Sunday  before  be 
and  the  boy  went  down  j but  folemnly  declares;, 

that 
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<Hat  none  of  them  went  near  any  vcflcl  under  'qua- 
rantine that  day.  ' 

Mr.  Crifman  and  the  widow  of  Peter  Young  alfo 
ftate,  that  the  faid  Young  and  the  youngefl  boy, 
had  both  engaged  to  go  with  capt.  Wickam,  in  the 
brig  Ceres,  to  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  a fhort  time  be- 
fore they  were  taken  fick,  and  were  to  have  failed  the 
Sunday  the  boys  were  taken  ill.  According  to  Crif- 
man*s  account,  a few  days  before  the  ficknefs  occur- 
red in  his  houfe,  three  perfons  who  had  deferted  from 
one  of  the  infefted  veffels  at  the  Lazaretto,  arrived  at 
Catharine  flreet  wharf,  with  a boat  which  they  had 
ftolen  from  a fhallop,  which  lay  a fhort  diftancefrora 
the  velTel  j and  that  while  he  went  with  the  owner 
of  the  boat  to  take  out  a warrant  to  apprehend 
them,  they  put  a cheft  on  board  an  oyfter-boat,  and 
made  their  efcape.  ' 

It  is  probable,  from  reference  to  the  letters  of  the 
Lazaretto  phyfician,  that  the  perfons  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Crifman  belonged  to  the  brig  Ann  Jane,  from 
New  Orleans,  as  they  deferted  about  the  24th ; and 
though  immediately  advertifed,  and  a reward  of- 
fered by  the  board  of  health,  as  well  as  by  the 
mayor  of  New  York,  for  apprehending  them,  they 
were  never  detefted. 


John 
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John  North,  who  kept  tavern  back  of  Crifman^s 
on  Catharine  ftreet  wharf,  informed  the  writer  of 
this  account,  “ that  a man  by  the  name  of  John  Da- 
vis, from  Indian  River,  arrived  at  Catharine  flrect 
wharf  very  ill,  five  or  fix  days  before  the  ficknefs 
commenced  at  Crifman’s ; that  during  his  illnefs, 
not  expefting  it  was  of  a dangerous  nature,  he  per- 
mitted him  to  lodge  at  his  houfe  ; but  finding  him 
become  very  ill,  with  a pain  in  his  fide  and  fever,  he 
obtained  an  order  from  the  guardians  of  the  poor 
to  fend  him  to  the  Bettering-houfe  ; to  which,  he 
was  taken  two  days  before  the  removal  of  the  fick  per- 
fons  from  Crifman’s,  and  there  died  in  a few  days.” 
He  was  opened,  and  a large  abfeefs  difeovered  in  his 
liver ; but  none  of  the  appearances  ufually  obferved 
in  perfons  that  have  died  of  the  Yellow  Fever,  ex- 
cepting yellownefs  of  his  lldn  and  eyes. 

A quantity  of  putrid  oyfters  had  been  thrown  up- 
on the  north  fide  of  Catharine  ftreet  wharf,  a little 
way  below  North’s  front  door,  about  ten  days  be- 
fore the  three  perfons  at  Crifman’s  were  taken  ill ; 
but  were  put  on  board  of  the  Hoop  Independence, 
with  a quantity  of  dry  Ihells  collefted  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  and  fent  to  Richmond  in  Virginia,  on  the 
20th  of  July,  the  lame  day  that  the  fick  perfons 
were  fent  from  Crifman’s  to  the  Lazaretto.  Ihe 
mailer  and  crew  were  well  at  the  time  of  their  leav- 
ing Catharine  ftreet  wharf,  and,  according  to  a cer- 
tificate 
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tificatc  in  pofleffion  of  the  fubfcriber,  figned  by  Mr. 
John  Summers  of  this  city,  owner  of  the  floop  ; they 
have  remained  in  perfe£i  health  ever  fmce. 

. At  the  time  Peter  Young  and  Tobias  Smith  went 
to  the  Lazaretto,  feveral  velTels  from  different  ports 
of  the  Wefl-India  iflands,  particularly  from  Havan- 
na,  Point  Petre,  Cape  Francois,  and  St.  Thomas’s 
were  performing  quarantine  there,  on  account  of 
having  had  llcknefs  and  deaths  by  the  Yellow  Fever 
on  board  ; and  among  others,  the  fchooner  Nancy > 
William  Lake,  maffer,  from  the  city  of  St.  Domin- 
go, with  wounded  French  officers  and  foldiersj 
which  had  been  put  on  board  from  a military  hofpi- 
tal : foon  after  which,  the  whole  of  the  crew,  exr 
ccpting  two,  had  been  taken  ill  with  the  Yellow  Fe- 
ver ; one  died  at  fea  after  three  days  ficknefs,  and 
the  captain  and  one  of  the  feamcn  were  landed  at  the 
Lazaretto,  dangeroufly  ill,  on  the  12th  of  July,  ac- 
cording to  the  bill  of  inquiry,  and  an  extraft  from 
the  logbook  of  the  veffel. 

As  foon  as  the  board  of  health  received  intelli- 
gence of  the  fituation  of  Crifman’s  family,  which 
was  on  the  30th  of  July,  they  immediately  fent  the 
fick  perfons  to  the  Lazaretto,  where  Peter  Young, 
who  became  extremely  yellow,  and  had  conhant  hae- 
morrhages from  his  nofe  and  mouth,  and  other  fymp- 
toms  of  malignity,  died  on  the  3d  of  Auguft. 

N The 
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The  two  boys,  one  of  whom  had  remained  at  tiis 
father’s,  recovered. 

The  day  after  the  removal  of  the  fick  perfons  from 
Crifman’s,  he  retired  to  the  country  with  his  fami- 
ly ; and  his  houfe  was  cleaned  and  ventilated. 

From  Saturday  the  27th  of  July,  the  day  Peter 
Young  was  attacked  with  the  Yellow  Fever,  no 
other  cafe  of  Fever  occurred  in  that  neighbourhood, 
or  in  any  other  part  of  Southwark,  excepting  the 
two  boys  refiding  in  the  fame  houfe,  that  were  ta- 
ken ill  the  day  after  him,  until  Friday,  the  2d  of 
Auguft,  and  then  Mrs.  Skillinger,  (who  lived  next 
door  to  Crifman’s  and  who  had  been  prefent  when 
the  fick  perfons,  with  their  beds,  were  taken  to  the 

boat,)  was  the  next  perfon  attacked  with  the  dif- 

eafe  ; Mrs.  Ellis,  who  lived  in  the  houfe  adjoining 
Mrs.’  Skillinger’s,  and  had  long  been  in  an  infirm 
ftatc  of  health,  was  taken  ill  on  the  4th,  and  died  on 

the  7th  of  Auguft. 

Mr  Caleb  Bickham’s  wife,  who  lived  m the 
houfe  adjoining  Mrs.  Ellis’s,  and  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Henry,  were  taken  with  the  Fever  m a milder 
form,  about  the  fame  thne  with,  or  very  foon  after, 
Mrs.  Ellis.  Mr.  Bickham’s  fon  Caleb,  was  attadc- 
cd  with  great  violence  on  the  9th,  and  died  wit 
fymptoms  of  great  malignity,  on  the  17th.  ur- 
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ing  the  illricfs  of  young  Mr.  Bickham,  a young  wo- 
man who  lived  in  the  fame  houfe,  had  an  attack  of 
the  Fever,  but  was  confined  to  bed  only  a few  hours. 

Samuel  Crifman,  who  had  returned  to  his  houfe 
with  his  family,  and  a young  man  whom  he  had 
hired  in  the  Northern  Liberties,  on  the  5th  of  Au- 
guft,  was  attacked  with  the  Fever  on  the  8th  j the 
young  man  on  the  9th  ; and  Mrs.  Crifman,  after 
returning  from  her  mother’s  funeral  in  the  country, 
on  the  13th.  The  latter  died  with  the  black  vo- 
mit on  the  1 8th.  Crifman  and  the  young  man  re- 
covered, though  Crifman  had  a fevere  relapfe. 

Chrilliana  Kuchman,  who  had  not  been  a year 
from  Germany,  and  refided  on  the  eafl;  fide  of  Front, 
a few  doors  below  Almond  ftreet,  was  attacked 
with  the  Fever  the  fame  day  as  young  Mr.  Bick- 
ham ; and  her  hufband,  who  had  returned  from  a 
fatiguing  journey  the  day  before  flie  was  taken  ill, 
was  attacked  with  violent  fymptoms  on  the  12th. 
He  died  on  the  16th,  and  (he  on  the  i8th. 

Daniel  Kelley,  a ftevedore,  in  an  alley,  a fliort 
diftance  above  Crifman’s,  near  the  water,  was  at- 
tacked on  the  12th,  and  died  on  the  20th.  Two 
of  Mrs.  Skillinger’s  daughters  were  alfo  taken  Cck 
foon  after  her  recovery. 
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' Mo  other  cafe  of  fever  occurred  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood, from  the  time  of  the  attack  of  the  pcr- 
fonslaft  mentioned,  till  the  15th;  when  the  follow- 
ing perfons  were  attacked,  viz.  Mrs.  Goe’s  niece, 
who  lived  in  the  fame  boufe  with  Mrs.  Ellis,  and 
next  door  to  Mr.  Bickham’s ; Thomas  Eldridge, 
a journeyman  fhip-carpenter,  who  lodged  at  North  s 
tavern,  on  Catharine  ftreet  wharf;  Mrs.  Calagan, 
in  an  alley  a little  way  above  Grifman’s,  on  the  op- 
pofite  fide  of  the  ftreet ; and  Nancy  Hog,  at  Mr. 
Robinfon’s,  in  Catharine^  near 'Water  ftreet : and' 
on  the  I y th,  Mr.  • R obinfon’s  boy,  Mr.  Hozey  s 
daughter,  Jonathan  Cbgle’s  daughter,  and  Mrs. 
Rickart,  all  a ftiort  diftance  below  Crifman’s. 

Benjamin  Thomas’s  family,  who  lived  between 
Crifman’s  and  the  three  laft  mentioned  families, 
efcaped  the  difeafe  two  weeks  longer ; after  which 
they  fuffered  feverely,  fix  or  feven  having  ficken- 
ed  in  fucceffion,  and  two  died. 

Mrs.  Vanfant,  who  lived  in  an  alley,  in  Chriftian 
ftreet,  near  Water  ftreet,  was  attacked  on  the 
18th,  and  lived  only  two  days.  Thomas  Mulford, 
who  lived  in  Front,  below  Chriftian  ftreet,  but  work- 
ed in  a raaft.yardi  adjoining  the  alley  where  Kelley 
lay  ill,  was  alfo  attacked  on  the  i8th  ; andPrifcilla 
French,  immediately  after  moving  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood 
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bourhood  of  Crifraan’s  into  Mary  ftreet,  on  the 
19th. 

Mrs.  Maul,  who  lived  two  doors  below  Mr.  Ho- 
zey’s,  was  taken  ill  on  the  2 2d  ; and  a girl  and  boy 
in  the  fame  houfe,  on  the  28th. 

Jane  Fulmer,  who  lived  near  to,  and  had  vifited 
Kuchman*s  wife,  during  her  illnefs,  w'as  attacked 
on  the  20th ; and  Mrs.  Hay’s  little  daughter  in 
the  fame  houfe,  and  Mr.  Dow’s  fon ; a little  bound 
girl,  and  a lodger  named  Nicholas  Oke,  in  the  houfe 
front  of  Fulmer’s,  on  the  26th  or  27th.  From  the 
20th  or  2 2d,  the  difeafe  appeared  again  to  make 
another  paufe,  for  five  or  fix  days,  till  a fufficient 
time  had  elapfed  for  the  contagion  to  operate  on 
thofe  who  had  been  expofed  to  its  influence — after 
which  the  number  of  frefh  cafes  became,  greater 
than  before. 

Six  days  after  the  attack  of  Mrs.  Calagan,  Mr. 
Gartley’s  little  daughter,  in  the  houfe  front  of  Ca- 
lagan’s,  and  Hugh  M‘Guire’s  daughter,  on  the  op- 
pofite  fide  of  the  alley,  which  is  very  narrow,  were 
attacked  with  the  Fever  ; and  feveral  other  perfons 
employed  in  M‘Guire’s  family  foon  after,  in  fuccef- 
fion.  Mr.  Merrit’s  little  fon,  and  Mrs.  Yoman, 
who  refided  within  two  or  three  doors  of  Calagan’s, 

were 
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were  taken  ill  on  the  28th.  No  perfon  was  attack- 
ed with  the  difeafe  in  Chriftian  ftreet,  for  fix  or  fc- 
ven  days  after  the  death  of  Mrs.  Vanfant ; Mrs. 

Nailj  and  Mrs.  Marfh’s  girl,  who  lived  near  her, 
were  the  next  attacked  in  that  neighbourhood; 
then  Mr.  Strembeck^s  daughter,  next  houfe  to 
Nail’s ; and  a few  days  later,  the  difeafe  made  its 
appearance  in  feveral  other  families  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood. 

In  this  manner,  the  difeafe  proceeded  in  every 
neighbourhood  where  it  gained  admiffion,  the  num- 
ber of  patients  increafmg  perceptibly  every  five  or 
fix  days,  and  decreafing  in  the  intervals,  at  firfl 
' with  great  regularity  ; but  after  it  had  made  far- 
ther progrefs,  and  the  number  of  patients  had  be- 
come numerous  in  different  neighbourhoods,  this  re-  ■; 
gularity  was  not  fo  obfervable. 

From  the  preceding  detail,  which  the  fubferiber 
knows  to  be  fubftantially  correft,  it  appears  evident, 
efpecially  when  compared  with  the  manner  in  which 
the  difeafe  commenced  and  proceeded  in  former 
years,  that  it  was  introduced  into  Southwark,  the 
prefent  year,  by  the  perfons  w'ho  firfl;  fickened  at 
Samuel  Crifman’s,  and  that  thofe  perfons  received 
the  infection  from  fome  veffel  at  the  Lazaretto, 
which,  from  trufling  to  the  care  and  vigilance  of  the  ' 

people  ;; 
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people  of  the  revenue  boat,  ftationed  there  to  pre- 
vent fmuggling,  had  not  been  fufficiently  guarded 
by  the  infpeftors  of  the  health  office. 

The  confeffion  of  the  perfons  firft  attacked  with 
the  difeafe,  and  the  length  of  time  that  chpfed  af- 
ter their  attack,  before  any  other  cafe  of  malignant 
fever  occurred,  and  then  their  neared  neighbours 
being  the  next  that  were  attacked,  not  only  renders 
it  highly  probable,  but,  in  my  opinion,  eftabliflies  the 
fa£l  with  abfolute  certainty. 

Itis  alfo  evident,  from  the  dates  of  the  fubfequent 
cafes,  that  the  difeafe  was  propagated  in  the  fame 
manner  as  difeafes  uniyerfally  acknowledged  to  be  con- 
tagious arc  always  propagated,  and  not  like  a difeafe 
derived  from  noxious  effluvia  diffufed  in  the  atmof- 
phere,  to  numbers  in  different  direftions  at  the  fame 
time  ; nor  like  a difeafe,  occafioned  by  foul  air,  pro- 
ceeding from  a particular  fource,  which  ceafes  to 
fpread,  and  even  to  exifl:,  in  a few  days  after  the 
fource  from  which  the  foul  air  proceeds,  has  been 
removed  or  correfted. 

If,  therefore,  the  difeafe  had  originated  from  the 
exhalations  of  the  putrid  oyfters  which  had  been 
thrown  upon  Catharine  ftreet  wharf,  and  which 
were  removed  on  the  30th  of  July,  it  would  have 

ceafed 
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ceafcd  frcJm  fpreading,  and  even  from  exifting,  in  a 
/few  days  after  the  removal  of  the  putrid  oyfters, 
and  not  have  continued  its  defolating  ravages  for 
nearly  three  months. 

- The  difeafe  alfo  differed  materially  in  the  violence 
of  its  fymptoms,  the  period  of  its  crisis,  and  in  the 
manner  of  its  termination,  from  any  difeafe  which 
has  ever  been  known  to  originate  from  the  impure 
air  of  a populous  city,  in  any  part  of  the  world, 
or  from  the  exhalations  of  the  moft  foul  and  in- 
falubrious  marfh. 

• The  difeafe,  as  heretofore,  was  extinguiftied 
immediately  after  the  appearance  of  black  froft; — 
whereas  cafes  of  bilious  fever,  are  fometimes  ob» 
ferved  to  occur  fporadically  till  after  the  middle  of 
winter,  a cireumftance  which,  as  obferved  by  Dr. 
Bowen  of  Providence,  proves  that  the  Yellow  fever 
and  the  bilious  fever  are  not  different  grades  of  the 
fame  difeafe,  as  the  lower  grades  would  be  earli- 
er and  more  certainly  extinguiflied  than  the  higher 
grades. 

Several  convincing  proofs  that  the  difeafe  was 
propagated  by  contagion,  in  families  who  refided 
in  fituations  too  remote  to  be  affc£ted  by  the  impu- 
rity of  the  air  of  the  neighbourhood  where  the  dif- 
eafe made  its  firft  appearance,  if  any  fuch  impurity 
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cxiftcd,  came  under  the  notice  of  the  fubfcr-iber 
this  year  as  well  as  every  year  that  the  difeafe  has 
occurred  in  Philadeiphia.  The  following  are  a few 
which  occurred  the  prefent  year. 

Mofes  Allen,  a Pilot,  from  Port  Penn,  arrived  at 
his  daughter’s,  in  Almond  above  Front  ftreet,  about 
the  middle  of  September,  without  flopping  at  any 
other  houfe  on  his  way.  His  wife  was  then  danger- 
oufly  ill  with  the  Yellow  Fever.  He  aflifled  her 
in  and  out  of  bed ; fhe  died  on  the  fecond  day  after 
his  arrival.  On  the  fixth  day  after  her  deceafe  he 
was  attacked  with  the  fever  and  died  in  a few  days! 

A young  man,  apprentice  to  Capt.  George,  was 
taken  ill  with  the  Yellow  Fever  at  Mrs.  Biddle’s  in 
Front  nearly  oppofite  Union  flreet,  and  was  dan- 
geroufly  ill  feveral  days ; was  attended  by  Mrs. 
Biddle  and  her  niece,  and  vifited  without  referve  by 
feveral  'perfons  boarding  in  the  fame  houfe.  In 
about  a week  after  his  recovery,  which  was  pro- 
trafled  longer  than  ufual,  Mrs.  Biddle  and  her  niece 
were  attacked  with  the  difeafe,  and  recovered  with 
great  difficulty  ; during  their  illnefs  two  of  the 
lodgers  alfo  were  attacked  with  the  difeafe.  Previ- 
ously to  the  time  Capt.  George’s  apprentice  became 
ill,  no  cafe  of  fever,  excepting  the  wife  of  an  oyfler- 
man  in  a cellar  feveral  doors  higher  up,  had  occur- 

than 
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red  in  that  neighbourhood,  nor  any  other  for  more 
than  two  weeks  after,  excepting  one  perfon  in  the 
adjoining  houfe,  in  the  fervice  of  Mr.  G.  Latimer. 

Mrs.  Cheefman,  after  nurfing  Mr.  Caftle  in  Front 
near  Shippen  ftreet,  a neighbourhood  where  no 
other  perfon  at  that  time  was  lick,  returned  to  her  ' 
houfe  in  Stamper’s  alley,  was  taken  ill  a few  days  af- 
ter her  return,  and  died  with  black  vomit.  She 
alTured  the  fubfcriber,  when  flie  defpaired  of  her  re- 
covery, that  Ihe  had  feen  no  fick  perfon  excepting 
Mr.  Caftle,  for  many  weeks,  and  had  been  in  no 
houfe  where  any  fick  perfon  had  been,  for  feveral 
days  before  flie  went  to  nurfe  him. 


Mrs.  Derbylhire,  in  Front  between  South  and 
Lombard  ftreets,  who  attended  a boy  that  was  ill 
with  the  fever  in  the  family,  was  taken  ill  herfelf, 
nine  days  after  the  recovery  of  the  boy. 

Mrs.  Philips  andher  daughter  Barbara,  who  lived 
in  Water  ftrect  between  Almond  and  Catharine 
ftreets,  were  taken  ill  with  the  fever  on  the  27th  of 
Auguft,  and  died  on  the  3d  of  September.  Two 
of  Mrs.  Philips’s  married  daughters  and  their  huf- 
bands,  fickened  foon  after  in  fuccellion.  Two  of 
thefe  died  ; and  the  hufband  of  one  of  them  in  a 
delirious  paroxyfm,  threw  himfelf  out  of  the  win- 
dow and  was  killed. 
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One  of  Mrs.  Houfeman’s  daughters,  and  a young 
man  who  refided  in  a.clean  airy  houfe,  in  Second  be- 
low Chriftian  ftreet,  entirely  detached  from  every 
other  houfe,  were  taken  ill  about  the  middle  of 
September.  Soon  after  their  recovery,  the  mother 
and  her  other  daughter,  who  had  nurfed  them,  and 
who  had  not  been  in  any  other  infefted  houfe  from 
the  time  the  two  firfl:  were  taken  ill,  were  both  at- 
tacked with  the  fever  in  lefs  than  a week  after  their 
recovery. 

Mrs.  Champnefs,  in  Pine  ftreet  between  Second 
and  Third  ftreets,  affured  the  fubfcriber,  when  fen- 
fible  that  (he  was  pad:  recovery,  that  fhe  had  feen  no 
perfon  with  any  kind  of  difeafe  for  many  weeks, 
and  had  not  been  in  any  part  of  Southwark;  but 
had  employed  a young  woman  who  had  juft  left  a 
family  where  fome  perfons  had  been  fick,  to  do  fome 
work  for  her,  foon  after  which  flie  was  taken  ill. 

Mrs.  Champnefs  died  a day  or  two  after  giving 
this  account,  with  decided  fymptoms  of  Yellow 
Fever. 

WILLIAM  CURRIE. 

December  1 6th , 1805. 

Publilhed  by  order  of  the  College, 

WILLIAM  SHIPPEN,  Prefident. 

Atteft. 

THOMAS  T.  HEWSON,  Secretary. 

"January  yth^  1806. 
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